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In a notice on p. 48 will be found a statement 


ef the objects and work of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Branch has been moved from 50, Parliament 
Street to 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

“ Advantage, London” is the registered telegraphic 


address of the Branch. 
The Temporary Enquiry Office, hitherto at 49, 


Eastcheap, E.C., has also been moved to 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C. 


INFORMATION ON TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 


Information on the subjects named in the notice on the 
cover will be found in the following Board of Trade 
publications, obtainable in London upon application to | 
Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W., and their 
Sub-Agents, Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, 
E.C.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in 
Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, at 
the prices named, viz. :— 

1 “Board of Trade Journal,’ 3rd September, 1903, 
pp. 448-61, 5th May, 1904, p. 216, and 4th 
August, 1904, p. 212, at 1d. per number. 

Statistical Abstract for the ( pp. 28/29 
United Kingdom, 5lst)p. 12 
number (Cd. 2,192), at) pp. 176/191 
ls. 3d. ... ‘di ... \ pp. 57/157. 
Monthly Accounts relating to Trade and Navigation 
(25/VII.) at 1s. 
Annual Statement of Trade, 1908. 
Vol. I. (Cd. 2,043) at 7s. 1d. ... pp. 166 ef seg. 
Annual Statement of Trade, 1903. 
Vol. II. (Cd. 2,081) at 5s... ... pp. 177/453 
6 Same Abstract of Labour ~~ pp- 176/182 
7{ 9th No. (Cd. 1,755) at 1s. pp. 34/72 
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7 Report on Changes in Rates of Wages and Hours of 
Labour (Cd. 2,199), at 7d. 
8 Colonial Import Duties Return (Cd. 1,811) 2s. 
9 Canada (Preferential Tariff for goods from the 
United Kingdom), No. 310, at 4d. 
10 Statistical Abstract for the Colonial 
and other Possessions of the United 
Kingdom, 40th No. (Cd. 1,729) 1s. 9d. pp. 38/227 
40 { Trade (Colonies & the United Kingdom), No. 262, 2d. 
Trade (Colonies and Foreign Countries) No. 110, 2d. 
11 Foreign Import Duties Return (Cd. 1,735) at 1s. 11d. 
12 Statistical Abstract for the principal 
and other foreign countries, 30th 


number (Cd. 2,202) at 1s. 6d. ... pp. 44/217 
13 Abstract of Foreign Labour Statistics 
(Cd. 720) at 1s. 43d. . pp. 1/161 


14 Trade between the United Kingdom ‘and Germany 
(131) at 14d. 

15 Memorandum on the comparative Statistics of 
Population, Industry, and Commerce in the 
United Kingdom and some leading foreign 
countries (Cd. 1,199) at 52d. 

16 British and Foreign trade and industry. Memoranda, 
statistical tables and charts (Cd. 1,761) at 3s. 6d. 

17 Naval Expenditure and Mercantile Marine (Great 
Britain, &c.) (284) at 1d. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 


Sealed tenders for the supply of bread, flour, live cattle and meat 

ewe for military services, during six months, from 

Live C Presa “ a the lst December, 1904, will be received until 

Dead Meat 12 noon, on the following dates:—Meat and 

‘ live cattle tenders, on Wednesday, 26th October, 

1904; bread and flour tenders, on Friday, 28th October, 1904, by 
the officers in charge of the undermentioned Districts :— 








Scottish District ie ... Hdinburgh. 
North-Eastern District ... sce ORK. 
North-Western District ... Chester. 
Western District _ ..- Devonport. 


Southern District Portsmouth. 






































Oct. 6, 1904.] THE BOAKD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 3 





— LJ 


Openings for British Trade. 





South-Eastern District. ... ... Dover. 

Salisbury Plain District ... Tidworth House, Andover. 

Eastern District ... Mis ... Colchester. 

Thames District ... és ... Chatham. 

Woolwich District nee ... Woolwich. 

Home District ... ae ... 23, Carlton House Terrace, 
S.W. 

Aldershot District bbs ... Aldershot. 

Guernsey and Alderney ... ... Guernsey. 

Jersey ... sds ode ... Jersey. 

Belfast District ... ‘i ... Belfast. 


Dublin District ... os ..» Curragh Camp. 
Cork District... sed ... Cork. 


Forms of tender and conditions of contracts may be obtained on 
application at the above-named District Head Quarter Offices, by 
letter addressed to the Officer Commanding, Army Service Corps, 
or in person between the hours of ten and four o’clock. 

The tenders must be properly filled up, signed, and dated; and 
no tenders will be noticed unless delivered upon the proper form, 
in time, at the above-named District Offices, under sealed envelope, 
marked “ Tender” on the outside. 





BRITISH INDIA. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to 
receive tenders from such persons as may be 
Wheels and Axles. willing to supply— 
Wheels and axles. | 
The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., 
and tenders are to -be delivered at that office by two p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 11th October, after which time no tender will be 
received. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is also prepared to 


receive tenders from such persons as may be 
willing to supply — 

1. Lowsided wagons. 

2. Tie-bars, cotters and keys for 75 lbs. rails. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to the 
Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by two p.m. on Thursday, 
the 13th October, 1904, for No. 1, and on Tuesday, the 11th 
October, 1904, for No. 2, after which times respectively no tender 
will be received. 


Railway 
Material. 


Ss ot ere SRT | 
































Sit esti etree 
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BRITISH INDlA—continued. 


The Board of Directors of the Southern Mahratta Railway Com- 
pany, Limited, will be prepared to receive 


Metals ani 
tenders for :— 
pms 1. Metals, 
rouze 2. Phosphor bronze, 


as per specification and drawing, which may be seen and copied 
at the Offices of the Company, 46, Queen Anne’s Gate, West- 
minster, S.W. The charge for each specification is one guinea, 
which will not be returned. 

Tenders must be sent in addressed to the Secretary, marked 
‘Tender for Metals,” or as the case may be, not later than 12 noon 
on Tuesday, the 11th October, 1904. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 
any tender. 


The South Indian Railway Company, Limited, are prepared to 
receive tenders for the supply of iron wire 
fencing (about 426 tons). 

Specifications and formns of tender may be 
obtained at the Company’s Offices, 55, Gracechurch Street, 
London, E.C. 

Tenders, addressed to the Chairman and Directors of the South 
Indian Railway Company, Limited, marked ‘‘ Tender for Fencing,” 
must be left with the Managing Director, not later than 12 noon 
on Tuesday, the 18th October, 1904. 

The Company are not bound to accept the lowest or any tender. 

A charge, which will not be returned, will be made of 10s. for 
each copy of the specification. 

Copies of the drawing may be obtained at the office of Sir 
George B. Bruce, 3, Victoria Street, Westminster, on payment of 


Os. per copy. 


Iron Wire 
Fencing. 





CANADA. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

feo . Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

oo —_— Curator of which Section further information 
- * regarding them may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries.—A firm of manufacturing cutlers would like 
to develop trade in Canada in cutlery and electro-plated goods. 

A firm of worsted and woollen manufacturers wish to communi- 
cate with Canadian importers of tailors’ materials. 

A firm of varnish manufacturers are prepared to appoint a 
resident Canadian agent. 
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Canadian Enquiry.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Montreal 
are willing to represent United Kingdom manufacturers of iron, 
steel, galvanized sheets, general hardware, chemicals, paints and 
oils. Bankers’ references. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, S.W. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


According to the “ South African Trade Journal” (Cape Town) for 
August, there is a constantly growing demand 
mooting 2ies ; ri tiles in the rar As wale in South 
Africa. While objection is raised to their 
employment on account of the greater difficulty 
in the matter of forming a water-tight roof 
which is entailed, public taste is beginning to incline more and 
more in their favour. 

The “Journal” adds that the manufacture of these goods has 
been entered upon in many quarters of South Africa, but there is 
still ample scope for enterprise on the part of United Kingdom 
manufacturers. Jn any case, the demand for machinery for their 
manufacture in South Africa is likely to steadily grow for some 
considerable time to come, and this feature is well worth the 
attention of the manufacturers concerned. 


CAPE COLONY. 


The “ Cape Argus” of the 3lst August publishes the report of a 
Commission appointed by the Table Bay Har- 





also Machinery 
for Manufacture 
of same. 





ee. bour Board to enquire into the best means of 
PRecarerses oil developing the fishing industry of Table Bay. 


The Commission recommend the construction 
of a suitable harbour and the erection of the necessary buildings for 
cleaning, storing, and curing fish. They also suggest that a por- 
tion of the area opposite the proposed harbour should be reserved 
for the purpose of erecting stores, sheds, or a fish market. 


NATAL. 


The “ Natal Government Gazette ” of 830th August announces that 
tenders, accompanied by samples, will be 

Stationery. received at the Audit Office, Pietermaritzburg, 
until noon on Monday, 5th December, 1904, 

from persons willing to contract for the supply, for a period of 
three years from the Ist January, 1905, of general stationery 
required by, and for the service of, the several Government 
Departments, which obtain their supplies from the Stationery 
Department, Colonial Secretary’s Office, Pietermaritzburg. 
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Full particulars may be had on application to the Stationery 
Storekeeper, Colonial "feo emer s Office, Pietermaritzburg. 

Tenders, in triplicate, must be sealed and addressed to the 
Chairman of the Tender Board, and must be marked outside 
‘‘Tender for General Stationery.” They should be delivered 
either through the post by registered letter or by hand; in the 
latter case the person delivering the tender should obtain a receipt 
from the official receiving it. 

Each tender must be accompanied by an undertaking on the 
part of two responsible persons to become bound with the person 
or persons tendering in the sum of 300l. for the due performance 
of the contract. 

The Government does not bind itself to accept the lowest or any 
tender, and reserves to itself the right to accept a portion of any 
tender that may be submitted. 


RUSSIA. 
The Acting British Consul-General at Odessa, in his report for the 
year 1903, remarks as follows :— 

“Many portable engines and steam thresh- 
ing machines were sold, and this was markedly 
the case in the southern part of the Kherson Government, which, 
lying as it does within easy reach of Odessa, always offers a good 
market for their disposal. 

“Steam threshing sets were, for the most part, sold in two 
sizes of 10 and 8 horse-power, at prices of 5,800 and 4,700 roubles 
(about 530 and 470 guineas) respectively. Some 200 sets of 
British make (including a few of 12 and 6 horse-power) were sold 
during the year in the governments of Bessarabia, Podolia, 
Kherson and Taurida, and probably about the same number in 
Kharkov and the Don Cossack Territory. 

“The demand for 12 or 6 horse-power threshers varies according 
to the year. In 1903, 6 horse-power machines were in great request, 
while the supply was very limited; this year the demand is for 
machines of 12 horse-power. 

“ German manufacturers, by copying British models, have become 
serious competitors in this line, and probably disposed of as many 
sets last year in South Russia as British manufacturers. Our 
German rivals, as is well known, are content to give longer credit, 
to accept less cash on delivery, and, speaking generally, to do busi- 
ness on a basis which would be considered risky by our own firms. 
Weare frequently reminded of the success of their pushing methods, 
but we hear littie of the dishonoured bills and unpaid accounts in 
which such a system in this country must often result. 

“Harvesting machinery (reapers, binders, mowers and _ hay- 
rakes) is to a large extent in the hands of an American syndicate 
of five leading firms—the International Harvester Company—- 





Agricultural 
Machinery. 









































Oct. 6, 1904. ] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 7 


—— 





Openings for British Trade. 





RUSS|A—continued. 


founded in 1902, to which reference was made in the Odessa trade 
report for that year (Annual Series, 3,128). 

“No British manufacturer has, so far as I am aware, succeeded 
up till now in producing binders both light and cheap enough for 
the Russian market. Canada, however, has one firm well repre- 
sented, with an excellent machine well suited to the requirements 
of the country, and, though the United Kingdom has apparently 
no special aptitude in this respect, our colony, where agricultural 
conditions are not unlike those in South Russia, and methods of 
production resemble those of the United States, is in a ve 
different position, and should be able to compete Successfully with 
the latter country; indeed, the fact that the American syndicate 
has also established itself in Canada is an indication which should 
not be disregarded.” ; 

‘Some 25 or more years ago, British ploughs had an excellent 
sale in South Russia. For land previously uncultivated the heavy 
plough was most suitable. But Germany, whose ideas we had 
ourselves borrowed and improved upon in the plough which we had 
imported into Russia, borrowed in turn to some extent from us, 
and produced a plough which was far lighter and cheaper than 
ours, and better adapted to the local conditions then obtaining. 
Russian manufacturers subsequently succeeded in turning out an 
article which met the local demand, and these ploughs are now in 
the majority, though Germany still has a large sale in her own 
line. ; 

“The attempt to introduce American ploughs has not, so far, 
proved successful, but I fam informed that the International Har- 
vester Company are considering the advisability of taking up the 
business and importing ploughs and other agricultural implements 
into this country on a large scale. If our own firms cannot suc- 
ceed in turning out a suitable article at an early date they may find 
that their chance of maintaining any share of the trade has defin- 
itely passed. Here again cheapness and lightness are the essential 
selling qualities, while durability ranks as a secondary considera- 


ee ew ete 8 
See also British Trade Abroad, p. 14. 


In another part of his report, the Acting Consul-General points 
Openings for out that the present is not the best moment to 
Bs orem = je, Pot out new openings for British trade in 
Russia, still less to recommend the investment 

of British capital in Russian mercantile undertakings, and remarks 
that any such openings indicated in his report should be considered 
with this necessary reservation ; but, with the close of the hosti- 
lities now in progress, changes may be expected which should give 
rise to fresh opportunities for British enterprise. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 3,277.) 
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RUSS/A—continued. 


The British Vice-Consul at Nicolaieff reports that British portable 

steam engines are still in demand in that 

Portable Steam district, but as the makers of the best marks 

engines. have usually more applications for orders than 

they can execute, foreign buyers are obliged to seek elsewhere for 
their requirements. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,277.) 


The “Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of the 16th/29th September 
Funicular Rail- *t@tes that a project is on foot to construct a 
* funicular railway, about 23 versts in length, 

way between == worked by electricity, on the line which 
ai 8 are connects European Russia with Transcaucasia. 
a This funicular railway, which will be the first 
Transcaucasia. = oonstructed in Russia, will supersede a 


mountainous section of the existing Kars line. 
Verst = nearly 3 of a mile. 


The “Journal de St. Pétersbourg” further announces that the 
Minister of Ways of Communication has under 


rt ped consideration a project for the construc- 
av rie moura "tion of a maritime canal at the mouth of the 
the Volga. 


Volga, where traffic is at present impeded by 
sand banks. 

The construction of this canal, adds the ‘“ Journal,” should 
prove of material service to the petroleum trade by obviating the 
necessity of transhipment ; the expenses incurred on this account 
are said to reach the sum of 150,000 roubles a year. 


RUSSIA—FINLAND. 


H.M. Consul at Helsingfors, in his report for 1903, writes :— 
I a Steel : ‘‘ British trade doubtless suffers from the absence 
yet nr ‘ of a British colony in Finland, but if our manu- 





- ot facturers would only send more representatives 
"Whisky to gauge Finnish trade requirements, the volume 


of British trade could be materially increased, 
particularly in iron and steel, agricultural implements and whisky, 
more especially now that the prohibition to import the latter has 
been removed.” (Fureiqn Office, Annual Series, 3,278.) 


BELGIUM. 


The “ Moniteur Belge” of 26th/27th September announces that 
Railwa the “Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer 

Me spre son Vicinaux” invite tenders for the construction 

‘ of that portion of the Hasselt-Herck-la-Ville- 

Haelen railway, situated between Herck-la-Ville and Haelen. The 
estimated cost of the work is 74,005 fr. (about 2,960/.). A deposit 
of 7,000 fr. (about 2801.) is required to qua'ify any tender. 
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BELGIUM—continued. 


The adjudication will take place at 11 a.m. on the 26th October. 
Tenders must be posted not later than the 25th October, in regis- 
tered envelopes, addressed to ‘‘M. le Directeur-Général, Société 
Nationale des Chemins de Fers Vicinaux, 14, rue de la Science, 
Brussels.” Specifications may he obtained from the above address 
on payment of | fr. 

The “ Moniteur” further announces that the “ Société Nationale 
des Chemins de Fer Vicinaux” invite tenders for the completion 
of the various portions of the railway from Tournai to Templeuve, 
and for the construction of the extension of that line to the French 
frontier, The estimated cost of the work is 69,863 fr. (about 
2,7951.). A deposit of 7,000 fr. (about 280/.) is required to qualify 
any tender. 

The adjudication will take place at 11 a.m. on the 16th 
November. Tenders must be posted not later than the 1dth 
November, in registered envelopes, addressed to “ M. le Directeur 
Général, Société Nationale des Chemins de Fers Vicinaux, 14, rue 
de la Science, Brussels.” Specifications may be obtained from the 
above address on payment of 1 fr. 


The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Materiels” contains an announce- 
Water ment to the effect that the “Société Nationale 
meer des Chemins de Fer Vicinaux” invite tenders 
for the supply of twelve water reservoirs, with 

piping and accessories. 

The adjudication will take place at 11 a.m. on the 19th October. 
Tenders must be posted not later than the 18th October, in 
registered envelopes, addressed to ‘M. le Directeur-Général, 
Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer Vicinaux, 14, rue de la 
Science, Brussels.” Specifications may be obtained from the above 


address on payment of 6°75 fr. 


The “Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” of 25th September 
announces that the Municipality of Brussels 
Unloading and will receive tenders up to midday on the 
ca ie 15th December for the installation of apparatus 
on al § for the unloading and transport of coal at the 
gasworks of the city. A deposit of 10,000 frs. 
(400/.) is required to qualify any tender. Plans and specifications 
are deposited at the Gasworks, quai des Usines, Schaerbeek, and 
at the offices of the Management, 8 rue du Chéne, Brussels. 
A set of plans may be obtained at a cost of 50 frs. (2/.). 


The issue of the “ Moniteur” for the 29th September contains an 
announcement to the effect that the adjudication 
12-Ton Wagons. will take place on the 18th October at the 
offices of the Directorate of the Termonde— 
St. Nicolas railway, rue de la Digue, No. 67, Termonde, for the 


Apparatus for 
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BELGIUM—continued. 


supply of ten 12-ton wagons, with hand brakes, for the transport 
of wool and cotton. The wagons are to be of the Belgian State 
type. | 
A deposit of 2,000 francs (801.) is required to qualify any 
tender. Tenders on stamped paper should be sent by registered 
letter not later than the 15th October to the Managing Director 
of the railway at the address stated above. 

Plans, specifications and all particulars may be obtained upon 
application to M. Robert Franssen, ingénieur-chef de ]’exploitation, 
Saint-Nicolas (Station de Ouest). 





PORTUGAL. 
The “ Diario do Governo” of 27th September contains a notice 
calling for tenders for the construction of the 
Railway ° 


eoninnaihen. first section of the railway from Pocinho to 

Miranda, the length of which is 5,240 metres. 
Adjudication will take place on 28th October, a deposit of 
1,200 milreis (about 220.) being: necessary to qualify any tender. 
Plans and conditions of tender can be seen at the office of the 
Directorate of the Minho and Douro Railways, Campanha, Oporto, 
on any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. 


- The “ Diario” containing the above notice may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





PORTUGAL—AFRICAN POSSESSIONS. 


The “ Diario do Governo” of 24th September contains a Royal 
“ Almeidina” Decree authorising the Government to grant to 
a Portuguese companies legally constituted, to 


Pee in Portuguese subjects, or to foreigners who 
Angola undertake to establish Vortuguese companies, 


concessions for the exploitation of the “ Al- 
meidina” rubber plant (“ Huphorbia Tirucalli”) in Angola on 
certain conditions. 


The “ Diario do Governo” of 24th September contains a Royal 
Decree authorising the Government to grant 


a a to Portuguese companies, or to foreigners who 
ie undertake to form Portugnese companies, con- 
Mozambique. 


cessions for the exploitation of gutta percha 
trees in the province of Mozambique in accordance with certain 
conditions set forth in the Decree. 
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PORTUGAL-—AFRICAN POSSESSIONS —continued. 
The same issue of the “ Diario” contains a further Decree regu- 
lating the conditions on which permits may be 

granted for prospecting for banks of pearl 
oysters, mother of pearl and coral on the 
coasts of the territories directly administered 
by the State in the Province of Mozambique in 
which no special concession has already been granted, and dealing 
with the grant of concessions for the exploitation of these banks. 


The above-mentioned number of the “ Diario” can be seen by 
those interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 


a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


The “ Diario do Governo” of 28th September, publishes Decrees 

Sanitary Werks authorising the Government to carry out in 

ag ae ter agreement with the Municipalities of Loanda 

<a L and Lourengo Marques, certain sanitary and 
en water supply works in those towns. 

: The “ Diario” containing the above notices 
may be seen by persons interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 


10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


PORTUGAL—EAST INDIES. 
The “ Diario do Governo” of 24th September contains a Royal 
a ye Decree opening to public competition a con- 
cession inthe  °°°5!0 for the exploitation of a petroleum well 
Island of Timor, ©” the Island of Timor in accordance with con- 
‘ditions drawn up by the Portuguese Ministry 
of Marine and Colonies. <A period of six months is allowed for 
sending in tenders for the concession ; the basis on which it will 
be adjudicated is the amount of tax payable to the Government by 
the concessionnaire for each ton of petroleum or petroleum products 
exported, the minimum rate being 157 reis per ton. 

The ‘“ Diario” containing the above Decree may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


SPAIN. 

With reference to the notification which appeared on p. 201 of the 
Mestrie Tramway ‘* Board of Trade Journal ” for 5th May, relative 
Material to an application of the ‘“‘ Compaiiia Vizcaina 

de Electricidad ” for the concession of an electric 

tramway in Bilbao, it is to be noted that the *‘ Gaceta de Madrid” 
of 29th September contains a notice to the effect that the conces- 
sion for the tramway in question has been granted for one year to 
Don Francisco Alfonso y Gofie. 


Concessions for 
Pearl and Coral 
Fishing in 
Mozambique. 
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SPAIN—continued. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 30th September contains a notice 

; inviting tenders for the supply to the Ferrol 

aoa Arsenal during the years 1905-6 of various 

, metals, paint, varnish, tar, brushes, leather, glass, 

and other articles, in ten lots, details of which can be seen at the 

office of the Commandant of Marine, Ferrol, and at the Ministry of 

the Marine, Madrid. Tenders must be handed in on 17th October ; 
the personal attendance of an agent appears necessary. 


The “ Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen by 
persons interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). ) 





OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


In a recent report by the French Consul at Scutari, he quotes a 
Rail statement made by the official journal of the 
way , 1 
Construction, Province of Albania, to the effect that the 
Imperial Government has been requested to 
grant a concession for the construction of a branch line on the 
Mitrovitsa-Salonica Railway, to run from Ferisovitch to 8. Giovanni 
di Medua. A petition signed by the leading merchants of Scutari, 
has been presented in support of this line which, in the opinion of 
the Consul, would prove of considerable importance. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


According to the “ Railway Age” (Chicago) of 9th September, an 
Materials for Act was passed at the recently adjourned 
Port Work session of the Louisiana State Legislature, 

7 ra authorising the issue of bonds by the Board of 

Commissioners of the Port of New Orleans to the amount of 

2,000,000 dols., the proceeds of which are to be applied to the 

improvement of the facilities of the port. 

The “ Age” goes on to say that the Board have recently taken 
steps toward the sale of their bonds and propose shortly to begin 
the work which will involve the following items of construction :— 
Five miles of wharves with creosoted materials; five miles of steel 
sheds; five miles of durable roadway, with approaches at all street 
intersections ; pavement beneath all sheds; five miles of water 
mains along the river front, with hydrants at frequent intervals ; 
pumping station, probably electrical; large hydraulic dredge boat ; 
fire boat, and numberless sundries of smaller importance. 
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Openings for British Trade. 





MEXICO. 
The “ Diario Oficial” of 6th September publishes copy of a con- 
ne cession authorising Messrs. Ernesto Pelaez, 
Pm rN Benjamin Barrios and Carlos Holt to construct 
and work, for a term of 99 years, a railway from 
the City of Mexico to Puebla, passing through Ayapango, 


Amecameca, Paraje, Pelagallinas, Xalizintla, San Nicolas and 
Cholula. 


The “ Diario” containing the above notice may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the offices of the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





ARGENTINA. 

The “ Boletin Oficial” of 29th August publishes a Law conceding 

_— to Sefior J. Lloyd the right of constructing a 

y line of railway from the terminus of the railway 

Construction. 7 eG ‘ 

already authorised in the province of San Luis 

to San Rafael in the province of Mendoza, and thence by the 

valley of the Atuel to a point on the frontier between Chile and 
Argentina. 


The “ Boletin Oficial” of 31st August contains a Decree authoris- 
Iron and Steel ; ng the ora of bag to poe in Europe 
Pipes; Electric e steel and ironwork, water and sewer pipes, 
Light Material, and the material for electric light installations 

and the transmission of electric current, which 
are required in connection with the construction of certain new 
barracks. 


The “‘ Boletins ” containing the above may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of ‘l'rade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


CHINA. 

In his trade report for the year 1903, the Commissioner of 
Customs at Shasi gives the following figures, 
Cotton Gins. obtained from one of the chief cotton districts 
of that neighbourhood, showing to what extent 
cotton gins are gaining favour with the people there. In 1901 the 
cotton gins at Chiang-k‘ou and its vicinity numbered 48, in 1902 
they increased to 500, and during 1903 1,290 have been in use. 
Those imported are all of Japanese origin, but rollers, &c., are now 
made by the Chinese at Shanghai, and obtained from there for 
replacing worn-out parts. The price of a complete machine at 
Shasi is from Hk. Tls. 25 to Hk. Tls. 30, which is about double of 
what it costs in Japan. They are worked by one person, who is 
able to clean 300 catties of cotton per day, or more than ten times 
the quantity that could be separated from the seeds by hand- 

sorting. | 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Odessa.—The Acting British Consul-General at Odessa, in his 
report for 1903, remarks as follows :— 

“The industrial and commercial life of Odessa is feeling the 
effects of the war. There has been a general curtailment of credit, 
and in a country such as this, where business is so largely dependent 
upon it, the result is easy to see. Firms accustomed to receive 
large credit now fail to obtain it, and have been forced to reduce 
the scale of their operations ; factories are working short time, and 
few branches of industry remain unaffected. 

‘In order to mitigate to some extent the first effects of the crisis 
many creditors consented to defer their: right to payment for a 
further six months. But the time for settling is now at hand, and 
firms are not in a position to pay, while it is impossible for them 
to count upon any further extension of time.” . . , 


‘We are sometimes asked to give an opinion as to the proba- 
bility or otherwise of success for British firms who desire to open 
factories or works in this country. It is usually impossible for any 
person unconnected with the trade, whether he be a Consular 
officer or not, to give serious advice and so accept responsibility in 
a case of this kind. Any firm wishing to open a business in South 
Russia should send out a responsible agent—an experienced 
traveller and a good linguist—to study the demand and the condi- 
tions of production on the spot.” 


Tne following example of their methods may help to explain the 
success of United States manufacturers of harvesting machinery. 

‘For four or five years running one of the combine divisions 
sent their representative to Russia at harvest time, and the latter 
worked various machines in heavy, light, wet, tangled grain, &c., 
and noted the manner in which the machines behaved in each case. 
At the end of each harvest several machines were sent back to the 
United States with rough locally-made alterations. New models 
with the ‘latest improvements’ were then made in the American 
factory, and these came over to Russia for further experimental 
work as in the case of their predecessors, returning in due course 
with further suggested alterations and improvements. . . . 


“The ordinary harrow is produced locally, but a British firm 
imports from America various patterns of disc harrows, with and 
without seeders attached. It might be worth the while of British 
agricultural implement makers to send out experts to study 
conditions on the spot, and consider whether it would not be 
possible to manufacture special lines of implements to suit. the 
particular needs of this country, not forgetting that a low price is 
@ very important point. 

““The demand for agricultural machinery at the present time, 
owing to the failure of the crops in various districts, is weak. The 
absence of demand is in no way due to the war, which, indeed, 
by removing hand-labour would tend to promote the sale of 
machinery.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,277). 
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TRADE. OF CAPE 


With reference to the statement on pp 


COLONY. 
. 499-500 of the “ Board 


of Trade Journal” for 15th September, the ‘‘Cape of Good Hope 
Government Gazette” of 2nd September publishes statistics showing 
the value of the trade of Cape Colony for the seven months ended 


31st July, 


1904, as compared with the corresponding period 


of 1903. The following tables show the total value of the imports 
and exports, including transit trade in both cases, of the principal 
and other articles into and from the Colony during the periods 


above-mentioned :— 


Imports into Cape Colony.* 





Seven Months 


Seven Months 

















Principal and other Articles. ended 31st ended 31st 
July, 1903. July, 1904. 
Metals and metal manufactures (includes £ £ 
iron, lead, machinery and hardware) " 2,412,000 1,634,000 
Provisions of all kinds (includes butter, cheese, 
chicory, coffee, meats, sugar, and tea) 1,788,000 1,417,000 
Corn and grain, &c. ( flour, maize, oats, wheat, 
and rice) abe 1,818,000 932,000 
Wood, and manufactures of (includes furniture 
and cabinetware) i ae an eed 1,234,000 818,000 
Haberdashery and millinery ... eee 1,270,000 805,000 
Provisions, oilman stores, &c. (n.0.d. ).. 684,000 523,000 
Wearing apparel (includes hats) oes 1,103,000 516,000 
Leather and leather manufactures (includes 
boots and shoes, and saddlery and harness)... 993,000 472,000 
Cotton manufactures... 1,209,000 442,000 
Stationery (includes books) oa 523,000 351,000 
Alcoholic beverages (includes wine, beer, and 
spirits) - op ‘ os ove 394,000 226,000 
Woollen manufactures vad 428,000 203,000 
Drugs and chemicals... 240,000 152,000 
Carriages and other wheeled vehicles .. 306,000 150,000 
Soap and candles... dee ov eee 139,000 143,000 
Tobacco of all sorts ran éés oes 184,000 185,000 
Pipes, iron and earthen .. one 104,000 134,000 
Coal, coke and patent fuel 210,000 120,000 
Arms and ammunition (includes dynamite 
and blasting compound and ners 109,000 101,000 
Gil, mineral a ays “ ose 101,000 96,000 
Agricultural implements 217,000 91,000 
Jewellery and plated ware (includes clocks 
and watches) 123,000 71,000 
Earthenware and crockery 122,000 69,000 
Cocoa and chocolate and confectionery 115,000 69,000 
Paints and colours (includes turpentine and 
varnish)... eee ée 98,000 59,000 
Cement... oui oon 89,000 56,000 
Bags, all sorts... eve 69,000 50,000 
Linen manufactures ose oe 64,000 26,000 
All other articles of merchandise wes ond 3,111,000 2,145,000 
Total merchandise ecb £ 19,257,000 12,006,000 
Articles imported for the Colonial Government 1,485,000 1,288,000 
Specie... eed | ee 766,000 35,000 .. 
Grand total, imports ... £} 21,508,000 13,329,000 





NoTE.—The official figures of imports into Cape Colony are exclusive of 
imports by the Imperial Government, but it may be noted that supplies for the 


Army are still partly contracted for on the spot. 


* Exclusive of imports of diamonds and gold from States outside the 


Colony :—6,513,0007. in 1903, and 8,878,0002. in 1904. 
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Trade of Cape Colony (contvnued). 





Exports from Cape Colony. 

























Seven Months Seven Months 
Principal and other Articles, ended 31st ended 31st 
July, 1903, July, 1904. 
£ £ 

Gold (raw) eee eee eee eee eee 6,311,000 8,799,000 
Diamonds . 3,152,000 3,004,000 
Wool (washed, scoured, and i in the grease) 1,166,000 1,080,000 
Ostrich feathers ... 549,000 713,000 
Hair, Angora. w.. 342,000 365,000 
Copper ore ose 246,000 254,000 
Hides and skins ... 259,000 242,000 
All other articles of merchandise 85,000 235,000 
Total merchandise £j| 12,110,000 14,692,000 
Imported goods, ——. gee 325,000 235,000 
Specie... 1,815,000 821,000 
Grand total, exports £)| 14,250,000 15,748,000 










































IMPORT TRADE OF EGYPT. 


The following comments on the import trade of Egypt during 
the first six months of 1904 are taken from the September issue of 
the “ Journal” of the British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt :— 

The totals of the imports month by month continue to show 
heavy increases over those of last year, the aggregate amount by 
which the completed half-year has surpassed that of 1903 being 
about £E 1,135,000, this representing an upward movement otf 
15 per cent. 

It would have been anticipated that the United Kingdom, which 
is far and away the largest importer into Egypt, would have shared 
to a considerable extent in this additional trade. The fact that 
this is not the case, and that British imports are practically 
stationary, constitutes the one unsatisfactory feature of the situation. 
Out of the increase of £E 1,135,000, Great Britain appears for 
only £E 80,000. Her share in the total import trade, added to 
that of her Mediterranean possessions, amounted in 1901-2 to 
37°5 per cent. In 1903 it fell to 36:2 per cent., and for the first 
half of 1904 it is reduced to 34°5 per cent. This stagnation is the 
more to be regretted in that the increase in imports is by no 
means confined to foodstuffs and raw materials, but has been most 
marked in classes of manufactured goods in which British-made 
articles might have been expected to maintain their footing. 

Textiles alone account for £E 347,552, or nearly one-third of the 
total increase. Of this £E 74,688 is in cotton yarns and fabrics, 
not a large accretion considering the magnitude of this trade 
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Import Trade of Egypt. 





(over 24 millions per annum), but to be accounted for by the 
disturbed conditions of the market. But even of this small increase 
the United Kingdom shares only £E 35,000, although she sends 
the bulk of the cotton goods which come to Egypt. In yarn alone 
her trade has fallen off by ££ 15,000, Italian and Indian yarns 
having ousted her to that extent from the market. In cotton 
fabrics Italy, France, and Austria are adding rapidly to their 
imports, In woollen fabrics things are somewhat better, British 
goods having been imported to a value of £E 95,155, as against 
4E 57,933 in 1903. They also share to some extent in the large 
increases in flax yarn, made-up linen, and sundry other textiles, 
but not in that in silk and silk goods, which are almost entirely 
imported from the Far East and from France. 

Next in importance to textiles come metal goods, which have 
been imported to a value of ££ 177,197 more than in 1908. On 
analysis it is found that there is a falling-off under iron and steel 
of £E 24,592, and in addition there is a displacement of trade 
seriously affecting British imports, which have declined by no less 
a sum than ££ 132,000, while Germany, Belgium, and France 
have risen considerably in the scale. This is no temporary modi- 
fication of the state of trade, the steady displacement of British 
iron and steel by those from other sources having been in evidence 
for quite a year past. In other classes of metal manufactures 
Great Britain holds her own, sharing in the large increases under 
copper, brass, machinery, and railway material. 

Turning to Jess prominent articles of manufacture, an increase 
of £E 28,492 is noted under hardware, British imports having 
advanced by only £E 2,900. France and Germany are the largest 
importers in this class of goods. Furniture and other woodwork 
has been imported in much larger quantity, Great Britain taking 
barely £E 6,000 of the £E 43,000 extra trade, which belongs chiefly 
to Austria, France, and Italy. The import of glass and china has 
advanced by £E 27,675, but British goods of this class have fallen 
off by ££ 3,000. On the other hand, the £E 12,741 increase 
under hides and leather has nearly all been provided from the 
United Kingdom. The country has taken more boots, shoes, 
candles, stationery, matches, perfumery, lamps, &c., &c., but in 
few cases do British goods share to any extent in the increased 
import. 

A remarkable featur is the development of trade through 
the parcels post, parcels to the value of ££ 75,000 more having 
been received this year by this medium. The origin of these par- 
cels is not stated in the Customs returns, but it can be safely 
assumed that less than a quarter of the total of £E 283,700 comes 
from the United Kingdom, owing to the much greater facilities 
for trading afforded by the Continental postal arrangements. 
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IMPORT TRADE OF NATAL.* 
Foreign Competition with the United Kingdom. 


With reference to the article published on pp. 540-1 of the 
\ ‘Board of Trade Journal” of 22nd September, giving statistics of 
the trade of Natal during the first six months of 1904, the Board 
of Trade have received from their Correspondent at Port Natal the 
following statement showing the value of the imports by sea into 


Natal, during the same period, from Belgium, France, Holland, 
Germany, and the em States :-— 

















G United 
Goods. Belgium.} France. |Holland. cT- |States of 
many- | America. 
£ “ £ 43.8 
Aerated waters ee oe — — 2,000 — 
Agricultural implements — — -— 2,000 | 18,000 
Ale and beer, bottled -— a — 6,000 os 
Apparel nes - dis 1,000 3,000 _- 9,500 3,000 
Bacon and hams .... se nes — a — — — 
Bicycles, &c. ... ses is obs — oe --- 1,500 1,000 
Books and music... eee . _ — 1,509 1,000 1,500 
Boots and shoes — 1,000 a 5,000 8,000 
Boxes, cardboard — — — 1,500 — 
Brushware — — aa 1,500 1,000 
Candles — — — — 10,500 
Carriages and carts . — a a 18,000 
Cement na ste dee «--| 4,000 = — 14,000 a 
Cheese... one — — 17,000 —_ — 
Coffee, cocoa, and chicory ob _ ~- 5,000 2,000 — 
Cottons, piece and printed and dyed — —- — 6,000 a 
oa blankets and sheets 2,000 ~- —- 1,000 —_ 
Earthenware... ; ad —- = — 3,000 —_ 
Electric fittings — — — 8,000 1,000 
Fencing wire, &c. ... 4,000 —— — 6,000 6,000 
Fish, dried and preserved .. oof 3,000 — 1,000 | 5,000 
Fruits, is — — oo — 8,000 
Furniture, upholstery, and floor- o 
cloths we a a oan — 1,000 1,000 7,000 | 11,000 
Glass, bottles.. Rael oe «| 1,000 —— — 2,000 — 
window «»-| 5,000 —: = 3,500 ae 
Haberdashery and millinery .-| 1,000 | 21,000 1,000 | 38,000 1,000 
Hardware and cutlery a «| 1,000 — os 11,000 | 21,000 
Hats, all kinds ese ne on ~- — — 1,000 
Hops ... a ove ove | — —_~ — 1,000 —_ 
Hosiery - ose ve oof — — — 2,000 1,000 
Ironmongery ... bie see oof — a 2.000 3,000 
Iron and steel— 
Girders ... eae one s-| 14,000 — 1,000 3,000 1,000 
Rivets, &c. see ies oes aa _ — a 1,000 
Wire netting ... joe oof _- — 1,500 _- 
Railway material oop «| 1,000 _ _ 7,000 2,000 
Nails. eee bbe see 500 — oo 1,000 2,000 
Carried forward ... ---| 34,500 | 29,000 | 26,500 | 145,000 | 125,000 




















* For previous article on the subject of foreign competition with the United 
Kingdom in the mnpees trade of Natal,see “ Board of Trade Journal” of 19th May 
last, pp. 304-5. 
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Import Trade of Natal. 














ey United 
Goods. Belgium.) France. |Holland. BA States of 
Y- | America. 
£ £ £ £ x 
Brought forward ... 84,500 | 29,000 | 26,500 | 145,000 | 125,500 
Machinery— 
Agricultural... és _ _ aa == 3,000 
Electrical ai “ 1,000 — 10,000 9,000 
Mining ... — — _ 3,000 7,000 
Other... — _ -— 2,000 6,000. 
Dutiable... 1,000 — 500 | 6,000 | 18,000 
Medicinal preparations — — a 1,000 | 9,000 
Milk, condensed ong — — 1,000 5,000 | 13,000 
Musical instruments —_ 500 — 17,500 3,500 
Oilman’s stores ” — — —- — 3,000 
Oils (not paraffin and linseed) — _— --- 1,000 | 13,000 
Painter’s colours oes — _— oo 500 2,000 
Paper— ’ 
Printing .. nb oes — — — 3,000 2,500 
Wrapping and brown . — — oo 1,000 — 
09 _ eee — — -— 350 | 350. 
Paperhangings oes see — — — 3,000 — 
Perfumery ... exe v8 — 1,000 os 1,000 1,000 
Pictures , — — - 500 — 
Saddlery and harness — — _ — — 
Sewing machines — — “= 1,000 1,000 
Stationery ods ees — — 500 4,500; 1,000 
Tobacco, cigars wih ose — — 2,000 2,000 —~ 
Lampware ... — — — 2,000 2,000 
Plate and jew ellery .. — — os 2,000 350 
Stoves... -" Bose — — — 1,000 8,000 
Tobacco, cigarettes oie — _ -— — 2,000 
pe other ods hes _— — — —— 2,000 
Toys and fancy goods eee — 1,000 -— 5,500 — 
Blankets, rugs, and shawls... oo —- — -— 2,000 — 
Totals... ode 35,500 | 32,500 | 30,500 | 219,850 | 226,700 
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COAL INDUSTRY OF BRITISH INDIA IN 1903. 


According to a memorandum received at the Board of ‘Trade, 
through the India Office, the number of coal mines in operation in 
India in 1903 was 302 (279 in Bengal) as compared with 329 
(306 in Bengal) in 1902. The production in Bengal represents 
more than four-fifths of the whole Indian output of coal, which 
has been as follows in the last five years :— 








Year. Quantity. 

Tons. 
1899 _... cee coe ees ove ove ove oon 5,093,260 
1900... ove ove ove oe cee ce soe 6,118,692 
1901 ... ove ove oe oe oe ose eee 6,635,727 
1902... eee eee ose oe ove cee oe. 7,424,480 
1903... see eee ove oe ove ove ose 7,438,386 








The output was distributed as follows in the last two years :— 








a 1902, 1903. 

Tons. Tons. 
Bengal ™ a — «| 6,259,236 6,361,212 
Singareni (Nizam’s Territory) eee ove ses 455,424 362 733 
Assam (Makum) ... one 221,096 239,328 
Central Provinces (Mohpani and Warora) — 196,981 159,154 
Central India (Umaria) ... ana — eel 171,538 , 193,277 
Panjab (Dandot) ... ane nee ove nad 55,373 43,704 
Baluchistan .. sala 33,889 46,909 
Upper Burma (Kyetsubin ai and Letkakpin) _— 13,302 9,306 
Bikaner onli - 16,503 21,764 
Kashmir (Jammu) .. _ ove ove vee 1,138 999 











Owing to the dullness of the coal trade the output of coal in 
1903, though progressive, shows an arrest of the rapid expansion 
which has characterised this industry for several years. With a 
total production of 7,438,386 tons, India now takes the lead as a 
coal producer of the British Empire outside Great Britain. The 
increase in output in 1903 is small and is not uniform, for the 
figures for Burma, the Central Provinces, the Nizam’s dominions, 
and the Punjab show a lower production than that recorded for 
1902. Though the rate of progress has greatly slackened, the 
chief increase has, as formerly, been in Bengal, where development 
in the Raniganj, Jherria, and Giridhi fields has been vigorously 
pushed. These three fields still retain their lead as coal producers, 
and the proximity of the first two to Calcutta enables them to meet 
the requirements of the export trade, which has reached large 
dimensions, for, including the exports in coasting vessels to other 
provinces, which account for more than three-quarters of the total, 
the quantity of coal exported from Calcutta by sea during 1903-04 
was close upon two million tons. 
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Coal Industry of British India in 1908. 





The prices of Bengal coal (Jherria best, loaded into waggons) 
have been as follows in the last four years :— | 


J Per Ton. j Re a7 
anuary . Rs. 49 anuary eee WS. Oz’ 
1901 f Sohy wigs 1908 { Say isto 





ye Me ot rv Be a> 
OPS 9 Sales uy de 1904 $ Sai din Se 


The exports of Indian coal to places beyond India are as yet com- 
paratively small. The high price of English coal in 1900 gave an 
opening to Indian coal, which temporarily stimulated exports. 
But Engl:sh coal is of much superior quality, and obtains very low 
freights to the East, while the other competitors producing cheap 
coal are Australia and J apan, so that the field of consumption for 
Indian coal is necessarily confined to Indian Ocean ports, and is 
consequently somewhat restricted. The principal destinations of 
the coal are Colombo, Singapore, and Aden. The quantity exported 
during 1903-04 rose slightly, mainly on account of increased ship- 
ments to the Straits Settlements, and now amounts to nearly half 
a million tons. The chief customer, Ceylon, has, however, taken 
smaller supplies each year, since the maximum of 369,186 tons was 
reached in 1900. The quantities exported were :— 














To 1901-02. 1902-03. 1903-04. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 

Ceylon oes eee eee ove e-| 336,372 274,473 257,251 
Straits om “a “ _ on 89,592 89,592 142,256 
Mauritius... one _ ost one 18,745 14,700 8,802 
Aden wie whe iia igs sd 47,194 21,214 43,410 
Other countries... nde bee eee 32.784 31,573 41,351 
i an es 431,552 493,070 











India is yearly approaching a state of being able to supply all 
her own wants in fuel, as the import of foreign coal has been 
shrinking gradually, and amounted in 1903-04 to 180,040 tons 
imported as merchandise, and 26,789 tons as Government stores, 
this being one-fourth of the quantity imported nine years previ- 
ously. All but a quarter of the private imports was English coal, 
mostly landed in Bombay, the remainder coming from Australia 
(25,400 tons), and Japan (16,400 tons). The railways in India 
take naturally a large share of the coal produced in the country, 
the consumption having risen steadily from 1,059,158 tons in 1894 
to 2,203,889 tons in 1903, this being about 30 per cent. of the 
total output. Last year the railways burnt only 17,696 tons of 
imported coal, a decrease compared with 1902 of 5,721 tons. 
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TRADE DEVELOPMENT IN ARGENTINA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
_ Consul at Buenos Aires, reporting that considerable activity is 
being displayed in Argentina in connection with the. under- 
mentioned businesses. Considerable sums of money have already 
been sunk in them, and preparations are being made for expending 
much larger sums. 

1. Cotton growing in the Argentine Chaco, Resistencia, &c. 

2. Silk producing and the planting of mulberry trees. 

3. Railway extension everywhere. 

4. Gold dredging in the extreme North and extreme South. 

5. Electrical work, electrification of horse tram lines and the 
construction of new lines, the erection of small lighting installa- 
tions in country towns, electric appliances in Buenos Aires for 
heating or power, telephones, &c. 

6. Sterilising and refrigerating apparatus connected with dairy- 
ing, ham curing, or butchering in the city and province of Buenos 
Alres. 

7. Dock construction. 

8. Fruit and vegetable growing. 

Of these it can with approximate accuracy be said that Nos. 1, 
3, and 4 are mainly British. No. 2 is native or Italian. As to 
No. 5, the Tramway Companies were originally British, but the 
German interest is now predominant in four of the Tramway Com- 
panies, including the oldest and best concerns. These four com- 
panies own about half the tramway mileage in the city. They 
carry more than half the passengers, and last year their receipts 
amounted to more than half the total revenue of the Tramway 
Companies. Outside of Buenos Aires the Germans do not appear 
to have got such a hold of the tramway business. 

No. 6 is largely in the hands of Basques. 

The other numbers can hardly be said to be in the hands of any 
special nationality. 

The Consul] draws attention to the remarkable increase of trade 
in the Republic. In the year 1903 the imports increased by 
27 per cent. and the exports by 23 per cent., and this year, as 
compared with 1903, the first six months shows an increase on 
imports of 48 per cent. and of exports of 12 per cent. 

In imports there has been an increase in every class of goods 
both last year and this. ‘The increase in 1904 over 1903 has been 
more marked than was that of 1903 over 1902; for instance, the 
increase in textiles in 1908 over 1902 was 25 per cent. whilst in 
the first half of 1904, over the same period of 1903, it. was 
34 per cent. In iron goods the figures are 34 per cent. tand 
40 per cent. respectively. 
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TRADE AND 


SHIPPING OF THE TREATY PORTS OF 


CENTRAL CHINA (EXCLUSIVE OF THE YANGTZE 
PORTS). 


In the article on pp. 594-6 of last week’s issue of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” particulars were given regarding the trade and 
shipping of the Chinese Treaty Ports on the Yangtze-Kiang. The 
present article treats of the trade and shipping of those ports lying 
between Shanghai in the north and Canton in the south, which 
may be referred to as the Treaty Ports of Central China, exclusive 
of the Yangtze Ports, and is in continuation of the article on 


pp. 350-1 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 19th November, 


1903. 


These ports are eight in number, viz., Soochow, Ningpo, Hang- 


chow, Wenchow, Foochow, Amoy, Swatow, and Santuao. 


The 


net values of the imports into these ports (distinguishing foreign 
and native imports) for each of the years 1901, 1902, and 1903 
were as follow :— 
















































1901. 1902. 1903. 
Ports. 

Foreign. Native. Foreign. Native. Foreign. Native. 
H. Taels. | H. Taels. | H. Taels. | H. Taels. | H. Taels. | H. Taels. 
Soochow 383,088 489,308 483,210 593,913 600,517 915,245 
Ningpo 9,568,960 | 2,834,467 | 9,015,088 | 2,862,510 | 11,149,448 | 3,119,788 
Hangchow 3,565,760 2,723,925 3,660,386 3,523,652 4,344,168 3,059,939 
Wenchow 705,369 388,520 905,848 366,710 1,070,464 388,865 
Foochow 6,361,914 2,115,239 6,643,695 1,613,203 8,059,007 2,049,654 
Amoy. 7,555,255 5,138,624 | 10,069,692 4,855,629 8,853,945 5,568,673 
Swatow 13,935,103 17,631,281 14,428,617 18,447,522 14,084,518 17,795,230 
Santuao ie 25,542 5,314 12,738 13,103 26,101 9,729 
Total H.Taels | 42,100,991 | 31,326,678 | 45,219,274 | 32,276,242 | 48,188,168 | 32,907,123 
° f £ 6,238,000 4,642,000 5,878,000 4,196,000 6,358,000 4,342,000 



















The total values of the native produce of local origin exported 
in 1901, 1902, and 1903, from the same eight ports, were as 














follows :— 
Ports. 1901. 1902. 1903. 

H. Taels. H. Taels. H. Taels. 
Soochow 1“ 1,472,674 | 1,449,086 | 1,568,866 
Ningpo ™ 4,560,928 7,481,666 7,970,857 
Hangchow ... 5,815,982 | 7,125,445 | 8,203,026 
Wenchow 366,900 643,797 1,130,004 
Foochow ..,. 5,955,363 7,035,992 6,630,057 
Amoy 2,025,179 | 2,236,547 2,563,280 
Swatow 12,859,361 | 11,714,032 | 11,912,479 
Santuao 1,216,183 | 1,494,863 1,923,239 
Total § H- Taels 34,272,570 | 39,181,428 | 41,901,808 
£{ 5,078,000 | 5,094,000 | 5,529,000 
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(exclusive of the Yangtze Ports). 





The equivalents given in sterling are calculated at the average 
value of the Haikwan Tael in the respective years, viz., in 1901, 
2s. 11,%.d., in 1902, 2s. 7}d., and in 1903, 2s. 73d. 

With regard to shipping, the following table shows the aggre- 
gate number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared at all the 
above-named ports (except Soochow and Hangchow) in 1902 and. 
1903, distinguishing British, Chinese, German, Japanese, and 
American vessels, and giving the percentage of tonnage repre- 
sented by the respective flags :— 








1902. 1903, 
Nationality. Per Cent. Per Cent. 
No. Tons. of total No, Tons. of total 
Tonnage. Tonnage. 





British vee eve] 3,391 | 4,163,610 623 || 8,523 | 4,271,899 60-9 


Chinese a ...| 1,156 934,336 14:0 1,275 938,854 13°4 
Japanese ...  ,../ 1,303 | 857,993 12°9 1,406 | 873,094 12°5 
German com «| 437 562,023 8:4 599 700,029 10°0 
American... ooo} 46 40,536 6 33 50,019 °7 
All others... | 118 118,376 1°8 159 176,244 2°5 














Total ... ---| 6,451 | 6,676,874 100°0 6,995 | 7,010,139 100°0 




















TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the ‘“‘ Commonwealth 
—e of Australia Gazette” for 20th August, 1901, 
“wa containing the following Notice issued by the 

Regul Commonwealth Department of Trade and 
Customs on 12th August last, in accordance with the provisions 
of the Commonwealth Customs Regulation No. 131 :— 

‘‘ Drawback may be allowed in terms of the Customs regulations 
on the undermentioned imported materials used in the manu- 
facture of articles within the Commonwealth, upon the exportation 
of such manufactured articles, and subject to the conditions 
specified hereunder :— 

Textiles used in the manufacture of wearing apparel and other 
articles. 
Moulding used in the manufacture of picture frames. 
Valves used in the manufacture of bicycle tyres. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALT H—continued. 


Springs, axles, wheels, lamps, floorcloth, hickory spokes over 
2 inches, and leather cloth, used in the manufacture of 


vehicles. 


Sticks and tubes used in the manufacture of umbrellas, 


parasols, and sunshades. 


Pocket brasses used in the manufacture of billiard tables. 


Paper used in the manufacture of envelopes. 


Ginger, whole, ground within the Commonwealth. 


Pepper 9 ” 9 
Rice ™ 


Coffee, raw, ground and roasted within the Commonwealth. 
Provided that in each case before drawback shall be allowed, the 
Collector shall be absolutely satisfied that the drawback claimed 
is properly due; also that he may, if he thinks necessary, require 
that the manufacture shall take place under the supervision of an 


officer.” 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of Supplement No. 33, to 
the Customs Tariff Guide, issued by the Com- 
monwealth Department of Trade and Customs 
on 4th August, 1904, giving Customs Decisions 
respecting the rates of duty leviable on various articles imported 


Customs 
Decisions. 


into the Commonwealth. 


'The following are the principal Decisions given in the Supple- 


ment :— 





























Articles, and how classed. 





Rates of Duty. 





Apparatus—gasoline for monoline printing machines— 

As lamps and lampware, n.e.i. (when imported separately) 
Batteries, known as electro-medical— 

As electrical machinery and appliances, n.e.i, ... ove 
Books, with gold or silver-mounted covers— 


Asjewellery ...° . eee eee eee 
Chains, motor car, not accompanying a ‘motor— 
As chains, n.¢.i. oes eee 


Electrical machinery—rheostats are auxiliaries and ‘not in- 
tegral parts of appliances or machines— 


As electrical materials ia - 7 _ _ 
Food (colour) for canaries— 
As oilmen’s stores, n.e.1. is ‘he 


Gauges, workmen’s, for testing gas in ‘meters, but not for 
attaching to the meter— 

As manufactures of metal, n.e.i, ... eos one 

Ink, lithographers’ rubbing— 

As paints ove vee 

* Parasols, sunshades and umbrellas, minor articles for— 

Mounts (including gold or silver mounts)... 

*Pipe fittings or tubing or conduit (cast-iron or malleable 
cast-steel), whether plain, screwed, insulated or uninsu- 
lated, up to 2 inches internal diameter— 

As electrical machinery and appliances, n.e.i. 




















15 % ad val. 
ae 4 
25 y 9 


Free. 


Free. 4 


15 % ad val. 


20 Yo 9 
Free. | 
Free. 


’ 
h 


124 ¥ ad tal. | 





* Revised Decision. 
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NEW ZEALAND. 

The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “ New Zealand 
Sententn Gazette” for 11th August, 1904, containing an 
mane cal Order (No. 749) issued by the Commissioner of 

Trade and Customs on 10th August last 
respecting the rates of duty leviable on various articles imported. 


into New Zealand. 
The following are the principal Decisions given in the Order :— 








Articles, and how classed. Rate of Duty. 
Badges, Navy League— 
As “articles not otherwise enumerated ” ont _ we Free 
Fire grates— 
As hardware . eve coe «| 20 % ad val. 
Iron, bar, bent in circular ‘form for wheel- -tyres— 
As manufactures, n.o.e., of metal .. inn 20% os 
Leather-tanning compound, a mixture of extract of oak or other 
tanning bark and molasses ... ie ove ons _ oo Free. 
Machine, slate-holing— 
As machinery, 0.0.e. 20 % ad val. 
Malt, Liebig’s peptonised extract of (this is a liquid resembling 
porter) — 
As ale, beer of all sorts, porter, &c. 2s. per gall, 
Purses, pocket-l oo cs, wallets and leather covers for pocket- books— 
As fancy gi od3 pee ote ee ove oe oe ..| 20 % ad val. 
Plumbers’ pans— 
As hollow-ware ~ = o00 vies ove eee a a | Sf 











CEYLON. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Proclamation 


ie issued by the Governor of Ceylon on 
Prohibition of the 31.+ August, 1904, which prohibits, under 


yo Sage tana section 3 of Ordinance No. 13 of 1900, of the 
an - spo “ exportation, for commercial or trade purposes, 
cer and samour of cut horns of spotted deer and sambur from 
for two years. = ih Colony, for a period of two years from Ist. 
September, 1904. 





EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” for the 17th September contains 

a revised Valuation Tariff* for petroleum, 

Valuation Tariff superseding that of which a notice was 

for Petroleum. | .bJished in the “Board of Trade Journal” for 

7th July last. ‘The new Tariff came into operation on the 

16th September, and is to remain in force until 15th December 
next or until denunciation :— 





* For particulars as to the nature of these Egyptian Valuation Tariffs, sce 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for 19th March, 1903, pp. 589-90. 
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Valuation.t 
Description. Unit. 
Former, New. 
Millieémes.f | Milliémes.f 
American petroleum ... spe ...| Per case _ 220 240 
“ Safety ” - om aie ae - ‘aa 260 280 
. Per case (con- 
Russian * _ whe taining 2 cans) i 160 180 
‘ (| Per can (not 
Russian &. ééi ww | in case) 65 75 
Russian po in bulk ... ..-| Per 66 lbs. ... 85 105 














t Duty is levied on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 
t 1,000 milliemes = £E1 = 11. 0s. 6d. 


SPAIN. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
translation of a Spanish Law, dated the 19th 





roger ll July, imposing manufacturing and consumption 
and vonsump*10% duties on alcoholic products. The consumption 
Duties on Alcohol. 


duties, which are leviable on both native and 
imported products, and take the place of the surtax of 37:50 pesetas 
per hectol. previously levied on such products, are fixed at the 


following rates :— 
Pesetas. 


Neutral spirits and alcohols, anise-seed spirits, 
with or without sugar, rum, cognac, gin, and other 
spirituous compositions* ; also liqueurs...litre (liquid) 0°50 
Denatured alcohol _... Sela oF hectol. 5°00 

Drawback of the manufacturing and consumption duties paid 
on the alcohol contained will be allowed on the exportation of the 
following products: Wines fortified with alcohol ; alcohols, spirits 
and liqueurs manufactured in the country; ‘“ mistelas”+ ; chemical 
products, perfumery, varnishes, and medicines prepared with 
alcohol. 

A similar drawback will also be allowed, at the time of their 
entering into consumption, on spirits of wine which have been 
rectified. 

The Government are authorised to impose additional import 
duties, at varying rates, to countervail the consumption duty on 
the alcohol used in the manufacture of similar articles of domestic 
production, on chloroform, ether, pharmaceutical products, and 
perfumery containing alcohol, and on dari and yeast. 

The importation of mixtures of alcohol and ether is prohibited. 





* Including varnishes prepared with alcohol; pharmaceutical products and 
perfumery containing alcohol; ether, chloroform, and other products manu- 
factured with alcohol. 

+ Wines made with sugar, cinnamon, &c. 
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SPAIN—continued. 
The translation of this Law, which came into force on the Ist 
inst., and the text (in Spanish) of the provisional Regulations 
which have been issued for putting it into execution, may be seen 


by persons interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Ambassador at 


a. 





p —— — Madrid, transmitting the text of aSpanish Law 
respecting amending the penal legislation and rules of 
metiih end Gon: procedure in cases of contraband and fraud, 
ahent which are defined as the illegal production, 


circulation, trade in, or possession of, certain 
articles: such articles being, in the case of “‘ contraband,” monopo- 
lised or prohibited articles; and, in the case of “fraud,” dutiable 
articles. 

H.M. Ambassador observes that the most important reform 
introduced thereby is the distinction made in offences of contra- 
band and fraud between minor offences (faltas) and serious offences 
(delitos), the distinction depending on the value of illegal articles 
found in the offender’s possession. 

The text of the new Law (in Spanish) may be seen by persons 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of Ist October contains a Royal Order 
notifying that the average rate of exchange 
_ gr si named of exchange on Paris) during the 
inh at Giaees second fortnight of September was 37°43 per 
Duties Pavable  °°™* and that the corresponding reduction of 
in Psi the rates of Customs duty payable in gold 
| during the first fortnight of the present month 

is to be 27 per cent. 

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY—SWIT ZERLAND. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Deieiiettan of information to the effect that the Swiss Federal 
Semmneeanie’ Council have denounced the Commercial 
Treaty between Treaty of 10th December, 1891, between 
Switzerland and Austria-Hungary. The Treaty 


above Powers. 111 therefore go out of operation on the 19th 
September, 1905, one year after the date of denunciation. 


CUBA. 
The Cuban “ Gaceta Oficial” for the 20th August contains the 
i following decisions affecting the application of 

“nt the Cuban Tariff:— 
poraens. Condensers for vacuum pans used in the 
manufacture of sugar are dutiable unter No. 215 of the Tariff as 


—_—_ 
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CU BA—continued. 


“machinery and apparatus for manufacturing sugar,” at the rate 
of 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

Tinforl labels.—Square pieces of tin-foil, stamped with the name 
of a brand of cigars by a process subsequent to, and independent 
' of, the manufacture of the tin-foil itself, are dutiable under No. 157 
of the Tariff at rates varying according to the number of processes 
in the stamping, and not under No. 73 (c) as “ tinfoil.” 

Periodicals and publications are entitled to free entry under the 
following conditions :—(i.) ‘They must be of no commercial value. 
(ii.) Only unbound or paper-covered publications issued more than 
six months before the date of importation are entitled to exemp- 
tion. (iii.) Newspapers ar2 not entitled to this exemption, which 
applies only to weekly, monthly, or quarterly publications. Old 
newspapers are dutiable under No. 153 of the Tariff as “ wrapping 
paper,’ at the rate of 3 dols. 124 cents per 100 kilogs. (iv.) 
Novels, poetry, historical works, &c., even though periodically 
issued, are not entitled to exemption. 


With reference to previous notices on the subject of the certification 
Certification of °! invoices by Cuban Consuls, and especially to 
Cuaiiihes tuitions the notice which appeared on p. 555 of the 

’ “Board of TradeJournal” for the 17th September, 
1903, it is to be noted that, according to the Cuban “ Gaceta 
Oficial ” for the 20th August, in cases where Cuban Consuls are 
stationed both at the place of origin or sale of merchandise 
which is to be exported to Cuba, and at the port of shipment 
thereof, the corresponding invoice is to be certified by the 
Consul at either place, at the option of the shipper. Should 
there be a Cuban Consul either at the place of sale or at the 
place of shipment, but not at both, the invoice is to be certified 
at the place where the Consul is stationed. Foreign merchandise 
which is deposited in a bonded warehouse at the port whence it is 
to be shipped to Cuba, and which was not bought originally in the 
country of production by a Cuban trader, is subject to the pay- 
ment of certification fees on shipment to Cuba, if a Consul is 
stationed at that port. 





VENEZUELA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Port of translation of a recent Decree of the Vene- 
Cristobal Colon zuelan Government, permitting foreign mer- 
ristovar volon chandise to be forwarded from the Custom- 
opened to house of Cristobal Colon to all ports of the 
Coasting Trade. Republic by means of coasting vessels, in 
the same manner as from the Custom-houses of La Guayra and 
Puerto Cabello. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


From information supplied to the Board of Trade by the Agent- 
Railway General for New South Wales, it appears that 
Statistics of New the Annual Report of the Railway Commis- 
South Wal sioners for that State was recently submitted 
8. to Parliament. The result, although still 
showing evidences of the severe drought through which the country 
passed, is a great improvement upon the report for the previous 
year. On the 30th June last the mileage opened for traffic was 
3,280, and the capital cost 42} millions. The earnings tor the 
year were 3,436,0001., and the expenditure 2,258,000/., leaving a 
profit, after paying working expenses, of 1,178,000/., which 
returned 2% per cent. on the capital invested, as against 2$ per 
cent. for the previous year. The country is showing evidences of 
considerable improvement, one satisfactory feature being the great 
increase in the carriage of grain and flour, the quantity being 
341,681 tons more than for the previous year; while a healthy 
indication was also evinced by the increase which was shown in 
the passenger traffic, which yielded an increased revenue of 27,0001. 
The pastoral industry, however, had suffered so severely during the 
preceding drought that it told disastrously on the earnings in 
regard to the live-stock trade, the revenue under this heading 
showing a decrease of no less than 118,0001. 


CAPE COLONY. 
With reference to the announcement in the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 25th August last, p. 36%, the 





oho pre “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 
: 6th September contains the text of a Govern- 
Port Elizabeth. 


ment Notice approving the revised tariff and 
regulations, which are set forth in detail, of the Port Elizabeth 
Harbour Board. These were to take effect from lst August, 1904. 


The same issue of the “ Gazette” also contains a Government 
Notice to the effect that from the Ist July last a 
Rebate of : , a 
rebate will be given, under certain conditions 
Railway Rates . ° Me . 99 . 
ras age ae age? laid down in the “ Gazette,” upon the carriage 
P we, paid for material carried over the Cape Govern- 
Materials for . . . 
cia ment Railways and used in the construction or 
Irrigation Works. Ne ae 
enlargement of irrigation works. 


The “ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 9th September, 

, contains a Government Notice approving the 

wasmestennes reduction of the wharfage dues levied vad the 

Port. Elizabeth Port Elizabeth and East London Harbour Boards 

anh eet teste the value of traffic consigned to Bloemfontein 

* and stations north thereof as follows :— 

Port Elizabeth Harbour Board, from % per cent. to 4 per cent. 

East London Harbour Board, from 4 per cent..to + per cent. 


The ‘“ Gazettes” containing the above may be consulted by 
persons interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 


1 p.m.). v 
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RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul at St. Petersburg has forwarded, through the Foreign 
Regulations for Office, a copy, in translation, of certain tem- 
the protection of POY regulations promulgated by the Russian 
siahate Ports Government for the protection of the ports of 
during W Cronstadt, Sveaborg, Wiborg, Libau, Sevas- 
ee topol, Otchakoff, and Batoum in time of war. 

Vessels proceeding to any of the above-mentioned ports shall 
not approach it nearer than a certain limit, instituted for each 
port, without a separate permit of the port authorities in each case, 
such being issued after preliminary verbal examination, and in 
case of necessity after an examination of the vessel. 

The full text of the regulations, which also define the limits 
fixed foreach port, may be consulted on application at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, London, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, H.M. Ambassador at St. Peters- 
burg reports that the Ministry of Ways of 


rin se : ~f Communication has published a volume of 
te statistics, showing the financial results of the 


working of Russian railways in 1902. The 
total length of lines worked was 36,177 miles, of which 24,360 
miles are State property and 11,817 miles are worked by private 
companies. 

The gross revenue from all railways is stated to have been 
626,960,955 roubles (as compared with 600,403,123 roubles in 
1901), or 66,300,000/., of which the receipts of the State railways 
amounted to 46,700,000/., and of private owned railways at 
19,600,0007. mee 

The total expenditure is given as 662,210,346 roubles (as com- 
pared with 629,462,936 roubles in 1901), or 70,000,0002., of which 
46,300,000/. is for working expenses and 23,700,000I. for payment 
of fixed charges and expenses of equipment. The working 


expenses of the State railways amounted in round figures to thirty- | 


three millions sterling, and of the private owned railways to thirteen 
millions sterling. 

From the above figures it appears that the total deficit on all 
the railways in Russia amounted in 1902 to nearly four millions 
sterling, being about 700,000/. more than in 1901. 

It is interesting to compare these figures with the estimates for 
the present year. In the Budget of 1904 the gross revenue from 
the State railways is estimated at 47,300,000/., and expenditure 
on them, including working expenses, improvements, and purchase 
of rolling stock, is estimated at 46,400,000/., showing a net revenue 
of 900,0007. But as the payment of interest on Government 
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Railway bonds absorbs annually a further sum of nearly 
14,000,0001., the total deficit on the State railways alone would 
appear to be ‘thirteen millions sterling (14,000,000/.—900,000/.), 
exclusive of advances of guaranteed interest, &c., to private com- 
panies. It must, however, be added tnat in preparing the Budget 
in Russia it is general to largely underestimate revenue, while 
expenditure is strictly fixed. 


FRANCE—UNITED KINGDOM. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
S.S. Line between Consul-General at Havre, reporting that the 
- died Harrison Steamship Line {(Service Maritime 
“ae de Tréport) are about to make the experiment 
, of starting a regular service of cargo steamers 
between Tréportand Dublin. The service will be a fortnightly one. 


FRANCE. 
A despatch received from H.M. Consul-General at Marseilles 
reports that the Messageries Maritimes Steam- 
ship Company have recently still further added 
to their fleet by buying the six vessels com- 
posing the fleet of the “ Compagnie Nationale 








Increase in the 
Messageries 
Maritimes Fleet. 


de Navigation.” 

These ships, which are of a total net tonnage of 12,429 tons, 
are specially adapted for carrying troops. 

H.M. Consul-General points out that, by the purchase of this 
fleet, the Messageries Maritimes have acquired a monopoly of the 
French steamer service to the Far East, with the exception of the 
Compagnie des Chargeurs liéunis, whose headquarters are at 


Havre, 





PERU. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Minister at Lima, enclosing a précis translation 


C ere oe of a Peruvian Decree approving a contract 
a . . -~ of & concluded between the Government and an 
th ao eo American Company for the construction of a 

beret ° railway from a point between Paita and 
River Marafion. 


Chimbote on the coast of Peru to a navigable 
point on the river Marafion, below the rapids of Manseriche, and for 
the navigation of the Peruvian waters of that river. Considerable 
concessions of land are offered by the Government in exchange 
for the construction of the works projected. 

By the terms of the contract the company are allowed (inter 
alia) to navigate the river Amazon and its tributaries in their own 
vessels, both for importing and exporting goods, and to establish 
shipbuilding yards, &c., subject to the laws of the country. The 
traffic by steamers is to be started within four years from the date 


of the contract (July, 1904). 
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MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY: 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The annual report of the Secretary of Mines and Water Supply 
for Victoria contains statistics and reports on 


Mineral t me 
Production of tr Supply, geological survey, and the in- 
Victoria spection of mines, and dredging, and the pro- 


gress of mining and boring operations, &c., in 
that State during the year 1903, from which the following parti- 
culars have been taken :— 


Gold.—Under the heading of gold the report states that the 
yield for the year under review was 822,424 ozs., as compared 
with 777,738 ozs. for the previous year, thus showing the substantial 
increase of 44,686 ozs. 

The value of the gold won during 1903 was 3,259,482/., as com- 
pared with 3,062,028. 

The report deals extensively with dredging, and says that 
this class of mining is making steady progress year by year, 
owing to the facility with which ground intended to be operated 
on by dredges can be thoroughly and inexpensively tested 
beforehand, enabling a near approximation of its value being 
arrived at before large sums of money are expended in machinery, 
&c., which might eventually not be required. The total quantity 
of material treated during 1903 by dredge mining and hydraulic 
sluicing by gravitation was 7,963,927 as compared with 6,911,697 
cubic yards for the previous year. The gold obtained showed an 
increase of 8,937 ozs., being 42,066 ozs., as compared with 33,109 
ozs. In all, 51 dredge-mining plants, comprising 15 bucket dredges, 
23 pump hydraulic sluices, 10 jet elevators, and 3 rotary hydraulic 
plants, were in operation, as well as 14 hydraulic sluicing by 
gravitation plants, and at the end of the year 14 other plants were 
in course of construction. 


Coal.—There was a great falling off in the year’s record of coal, 
owing to the strike of miners which lasted for practically the whole 
of the year. The amount obtained was 64,200 tons, or a little 
more than a quarter of that for the previous year, which was 
225,164 tons. The total output of coal in Victoria to the end of 
1903 now stands at 2,237,257 tons, valued at the pit’s mouth at 
1,239,0261. 


Metals and Minerals, other than Gold and Coal.—The output of 
tin ore was 33 tons. Silver to the extent of 28,800 ozs. was 
extracted from gold at the mint, and 5 tons of antimony ore were 
obtained at Heathcote for testing purposes, and 3,590 tons of 


gypsum from the Mallee, principally in the neighbourhood of 
Boort. 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 
RUSSIA. 


The Acting British Consui-General at Odessa, in his recent 

Drede; report to the Foreign Office, states that the 

Far Z Russian Government propose to undertake 

y: dredging operations at the mouth of the 

Dnieper, and to clear a channel to a depth of 23 or 24 feet right 

up to the port of Kherson. With this object they have asked for 

tenders for a self-propelling bucket dredger to discharge 17,658 

cubic feet per hour from a depth of 13 to 36 feet, and the order 
has already been placed with a Russian firm. 

In this connection an order has been placed by the Government 
at the leading foundry and shipyard at Odessa for three steam 
hopper barges for carrying 10,595 cubic feet of soil each, of the 
following dimensions and description :— Length 141 feet, breadth 
30 feet, depth 12 feet 3 inches, draft 9 feet 10 inches, speed 8 knots 
with full cargo. 

Each barge is to be provided with one compound engine, surface 
condensing, 120 lbs. working pressure, high pressure cylinder 18 
inches diameter, low pressure cylinder 35 inches diameter, stroke 
24 inches; and one boiler, diameter 10 feet 74 inches, length 
10 feet 44 inches, with two furnaces of 3 feet 11 inches internal 
diameter and 7 feet 10 inches long. 

Both the dredger and the hopper barges are to be delivered by 
May, 1905. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,277.) 


RUSSIA—FINLAND. 


H.M. Consul at Helsingfors, in his report for 1903, remarks as 
Manufacture of ‘lows:— 
Peat Briquettes “The Rojsjo Peat Works are in full work ; 
"the product is already in the market, and the 
quality of the briquettes is considered good. If compressed peat 
can be manufactured cheaper than hitherto it will certainly lessen 
the import of coal, and also affect wood fuel, which has risen in 
price during recent years.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,278.) 








H.M. Consul also remarks that Finnish asbestos seems to be called 
upon to play an important part in the industry 
Asbestos Deposits. of the country. The existence of asbestos in 
Finland has been known for several years past, 
but much time has been spent in determining the zone containing it. 
Among the enormous layers of siliceous magnesia in Finland but 
a small number of deposits can be taken into consideration for the 
extraction of asbestos. Among the 15 localities under the control 
of the Finnish Asbestos Company, only three or four deposits have 
proved really valuable on close examination ; but the abundance of 
asbestos found far exceeds all expectations. 
The zone containing the asbestos is situated in the centre of 
Finland, whence the transport is good by rail or lake. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,278.) 


















































Oct. 6, 1904.) THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 30 





Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





NETHERLANDS—DUTCH EAST INDIES. 


The ‘ Dépéche Coloniale” reports the discovery of coal in the 
basin of the Batang Serangan, on the east 
Coal in Sumatra.. coast of Sumatra. It is, moreover, stated that 
a company has been formed, with a capital of 
4,900,000 florins (about 333,333/.), to work some coal mines in 
the basin of the Kwalou, in which district prospecting has been 
carried on since 1902. 





VENEZUELA. 


With reference to the notice published in the “ Board of Trade 
Coal Mines Journal” of 4th August last, pp. 222-3, respect- 
to be Worked by 228 the new Venezuelan Mining Code, H.M. 
the State Y Minister at Caracas has forwarded a trans- 
lation of a Decree which appeared in the 
Venezuelan Official Gazette of the 20th August, to the effect that 
all deposits of coal now existing in that country will, in future, be 
exploited by the Federal Executive. The Decree respects the 
rights already acquired by previous “‘ concessionnaires.” 


CHILE. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Projected Legation at Santiago reporting that a con- 
Establi iad of ‘tract, which has yet to be ratified by Con- 
gress, has recently been signed between the 
an Iron and Steel Cyilian Minister of Public Works and M. 
Manufactory. Eugéne Carbonel, for the establishment in 
Chile of an iron and steel manufactory. 
It is stated that a well-known French firm of steel manufacturers, 
are largely interested in the undertaking. 








YARNS AND TEXTILES. 
JAPAN. 


In its issue of 15th August “ The Commerce ” of Tokio (the organ 
of the Japan Foreign Trade Association) states 


a that the regulations of the Silk Conditioning 
ee 7 wamering Office at Yokohama have recently been revised 
gulations. in accordance with an instruction of the 


Japanese Agricultural and Commercial Department. 

The text of the new regulations, as published in ‘‘ The Com- 
merce,” may be seen upon application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.). 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the Ist October, were as 
follow :— 
Wheat ... ne oa ose, aOR. 10h 
Barley ... A 0s woe 208, Od. 
ee sg oe ~~ a on 
For further particulars see p. 40. 


A statement is published on p. 41, showing the quantities of 
- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
et Cm pei imported into the United Kingdom during the 
: ai FrOeUCce. eek ended the Ist October, 1904, as well as 


of the imports during the corresponding week of 1903. 


JAPAN. 


The monthly report for August of the Yokohama Chamber of 
Commerce states, with regard to sericulture in 

Sericulture. Japan, that owing to the prevalence of favour- 
able, though cold, weather in the early spring 

of this year, the growth of the mulberry trees and the hatching of 
the spring silk-worm eggs were on the whole excellent, and it 1s 
expected that cocoons of good quality will be raised throughout 
the country, except in several prefectures, where the prospects are 
somewhat discouraging. The returns issued by the Department 
of Agriculture and Commerce show that this year’s yield of 
spring cocoons throughout the country is roughly estimated at 
1,828,442 koku, while the actual amount produced last year was 


1,659,688 koku. 





Koku = 4°96 bushels. 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of hales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 

during the week ended the 29th September, 
Cotton Statistics. was 97,049 (including 252 bales British West 

African, and 27 bales British West Indian), 
and the number imported during the 39 weeks ended the 29th 
September was 2,019,112. As regards exports, the figures are, 
for the week ended the 29th September, 1,099 bales (including 
18 bales British West African), and for the 39 weeks, 298,217. 


For further details see p. 40. 
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Miscellaneous. 





CANADA. 

According to the ‘‘ Canadian Manufacturer ” of 16th September, the 
figures issued by the Dominion Statistician, as 
Pulp Industry. to the extent of the pulp industry in Canada, 
show a remarkable development in a compara- 
tively new field. The industry during the calendar year 1903 was 
carried on by 39 mills, which had an output of 275,619 tons of 
wood pulp. Of this quantity 187,871 tons were mechanical pulp, 
84,808 sulphite, and 2,940 soda. The corresponding quantities 
for 1902 were: mechanical, 155,210 tons; sulphite, 76,735 tons ; 
and soda, 9,044 tons. This shows an increase of 34,630 tons in 
1903. Nine of the thirty-nine mills manufacture mechanical pulp, 
and five make both chemical and mechanical. Taking the returns 
of thirty-nine mills, the average time the mills ran during the year 

was nearly nine months. 

The value of the production in 1903 was 5,219,892 dols., and of 
the amount exported, 3,013,441 dols., leaving 2,206,451 dols. 
worth for home use. These figures show that Canada exports 
about 57 per cent. of her production. Of the 3,013,441 dols. 
worth exported by Canada in 1903, Great Britain took 865,826 
dols., the United States 1,890,448 dols., and other countries 
248,807 dols. | 

The “‘ Manufacturer” adds that with excellent water power and 
abundance of raw material, Canada should take the lead in the 
pulp-making industry. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 
The “Tropical Agriculturist ” for September, commenting. on the 
recent exhibit at Perth, Western Australia 
of sponges, both in the natural and prepared 
states, remarks that this exhibition is con- 
clusive evidence that an article of great com- 
mercial value is to be found in Australian waters. Most of the 
sponges shown were obtained from a spot a few] miles out from 
Fremantle, where they exist in sufficient quantities to ensure a 
new and profitable industry at that Port. But there are 
other spots also on the Australian coast where sponges of 
exceedingly fine quality, and of high commercial value, are 
to be found. This was demonstrated by the results of the 
deep-sea trawling expeditions recently conducted by the chief 
inspector of fisheries. On several occasions the trawling nets 
brought to light excellent specimens of sponges of remarkably 
fine quality. 1t has now been proved, says the “ Tropical 
Agriculturist” by the actual explorations of divers employed for 
the purpose that varieties of sponges of good commercial value 
exist in large quantities in certain localities off the Australian 
coast, and it only remains for the necessary co-operative steps 
to be taken to develop an industry of a highly payable character. 





Sponge Industry 
in West 
Australia 
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Miscellaneous. 





RUSSIA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Ambassador at St. Petersburg, announcing that, 


pone ee according to statements published in the 
1904 Russian press, the export of Russian sugar 


during the first six months of 1904 amounted 
to 66,670 tons. Of this total, 29,000 tons were refined sugar, 
36,770 tons white cassonade, and 900 tons brown cassonade. 

The countries to which the sugar was exported were as fol- 
lows:—Germany, 810 tons; Austria-Hungary, 1,120 tons; 
Turkey, 20,240 tons; India, 300 tons; Finland, 9,200 tons : 
Persia, 32.000 tons; China, 1,800 tons; Afghanistan, 160 tons. 

From these data it appears that the chief market for Russian 
sugar is Persia, then Turkey, and thirdly (omitting Finland) 
China. 





RUSSIA—FINLAND. 


The following particulars of the trade of Finland are taken from a 
recent report by H.M. Consul at Helsingfors. 

Trade of Finland. The value of the imports and exports during 
the last three years was as follows :— 














Year. Imports. Exports. 

£ £ 
3900... one ose bed jes -_ .--| 10,832,000 7,908,050 
1902... cos ose — one oe .-| 9,364,000 8,108,000 
1903 __... ve ave ans pas ase ...| 10,688,000 8,528,030 





In 1903 the imports and exports combined reached their maxi- 
mum. In comparing the figures of 1902 and 1903 it is found that 
in the latter year the increase is mainly due to the large import of 
grain from Russia (about 520,000/.) and colonial goods (about 
160,000/.). In the exports, the increase is chiefly derived from 
timber (600,000/.), pulp and paper (about 320, 000. ), and butter 
(about 40,000/.). The export of tissues has decreased by over 
80,0001. (Horeign Office, Annual Series, 3,278.) 


In the same report H.M. Consul states that it has been decided to 
eS, commence a rational exploitation of the vast 
rents ce forests of Lapland, containing about 10,000,000 
Sealand. large trees. On account of the slow growth 

P in this northerly region, an average age for 


fu'l-grown trees has been calculated at 250 years, with an average 
height of 17 metres (about 56 English feet). About 100,000 
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Miscellaneous. 





trees are to be sold by public auction as a trial, and the timber will 
have to be floated through the Patsjoki Lake, on the Finnish 
frontier, to Varanger Fjord in Norway. 

It can also be floated through several Finnish lakes and rivers to 
the Murman coast on Russian territory. This experiment by the 
Finnish Government to open the forests in the “ High North” will 
certainly be of great interest to saw mill owners. Swedish and 
Norwegian companies are already making enquiries with regard to 
the time of sale, yet, in the opinion of H.M. Consul, it is improbable 
that Finnish speculators will avail themselves of the fact, as no 
Finnish firm at present carries on any timber export from the 
Arctic Sea, though Swedish, Norwegian and Russian exporters 
have great experience in floating and exporting timber from that 
northerly region. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,278.) 





JAPAN. 


According to a report by the German Consul-General at Yokohama, 
Trade with the share of the Russian Empire in the trade of 
ee tty: 03, Japan is very small, amounting in value to 
' 11,924,449 yen out of a total of 606,637,960 
yen, or about two per cent. 
The following table shows the value of the imports into, and the 
exports from, Japan from and to European and Asiatic Russia in 
each of the last two years :— 




















—- 1902. 1903. 

Imports— Yen. Yen. 
From European Russia ove oon one oan 103,114 291,559 
» Asiatic " ove ove oon .-| 5,963,857 8,267,652 
Total imports ... ose eee ..-| 6,066,971 8,559,211 

Exports— 

To European Russia ... coe see eee ose 968,937 1,125,251 
,», Asiatic - sme ose be eon e-| 2,144,961 2,239,987 
Total exports ... ove oo ---| 3,113,898 3,365,238 
Total trade __.... aaa ie e-| 9,180,869 | 11,924,449 











The principal articles of import from Asiatic Russia were salted 
fish and petroleum, and from European Russia refined sugar. 
The chief exports to Asiatic Russia were rice and salt, and to 
European Russia raw silk. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at. the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 39 Weeks ended 29th September, 1904. 


























Week ended eter Week ended —— 
_—_—_— 29th Sept., 29th Sept. 
1904 29th Sept., 1904 » | 29th Sept., 
, 1904, ’ 1904, 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American .,,, a = 81,624 1,394,2817 548 155,243+ 
ee Sgt ao 2,602 79,471+ Lesle 4,142 
East Indian ... _ 4,986 192,707+ 106 71,418 
Egyptian one see 3,454 283,6367 113 61,000 
Miscellaneous eee 4,383* 69,0177 332T 6,414 
|) ia pee nee 97,049 2,019,112 1,099 298,217 

















* Including 252 bales British West African, and 27 bales British West Indian. 
ft Including 18 British West African. 


+ Corrected figures. 





Corn Prices. 
Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended lst October, 1904, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 




















Average Price, 
Wheat, Barley. Oats. 
s ad,  & ~~ i 
Week ended ist October, 1904 a 2 Bi 15 8 
Corresponding week in— 
1897 eee ece een eee eee eee 32 1 28 9 16 0 
1898 see eee eee eee eee eee 26 6 27 5 16 7 
1899 eee eee eve eee eee ee 26 0 28 0 16 5 
1900 eee eee eee ses eee eee 28 4 26 2 16 10 
1901 eee eee eee eee eee eee 25 8 26 3 17 7 
1902 eee eee eee see see eee 25 10 25 ll 17 5 
1903 eee see ees eee eee eee 26 3 23 9 15 9 





* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 


and thirty-nine Imperiai pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the 


Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 


Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
lst October, 1904, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 








Ques 











Week ended | Correspond- 
Ist Oct., ing week 
1904. in 1908. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... eve Number. 10,691 12,674 
Sheep and lambs see oe eee ee %) 10,424 9,205 
Swine eee see eee eee ee 99 ev ogy - 
—_—— w« to a ew ° . 263 561 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef... eae eee eee eee eee Cwts. 85,844 78,186 
(oo, gen! ee See dae - 53,581 72,371 
Pork eee eee see eee eee 99 12,402 15,056 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ae ine ie ne ty Cwts. 98,168 106,674 
Beef eso eee eco eee ee 99 3,820 1,673 
Hams eee eee eee eee ee 99 18,404 17,733 
Pork Can epee ps SRS SS oe . 5,596 6,140 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... : 8,532 11,562 
Meat,preserved otherwise thanbysalting am 14,100 19,103 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
a ~ the ~ eee gee tem! ete Cwts. 69,578 81,306 
Margarine eee eee eee eee eee 99 19,071 14,461 
Cheese eoe eee eee eee eee ” 46,752 83,995 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums ... eee ” ate —_ 
99 cream eee eee eee eee 9? 51 101 
» condensed... ... oon ~ 16,259 13,050 
» preserved, otherkinds .. ... 9 77 ns 
Bees se . aii we él Od, Monte. 415,227 511,695 
oultr 2 ove ove eee ue £ 3,498 . 
eo > Sosa 3 2/298 5,258 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) a Owts, 33,263 10,696 
Lar eee TT) eee eee eee eee 9 24,093 32,547 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheata.. ene oon eee oe Cwts. 2,033,200 1,682,900 
Wheat meal and flour ... .w. « ‘i 160,600 570,300 
Barley eee eee eee eee us ” 870,000 688,000 
Oats eee eee eee eee ee 3 284,400 329,500 
Peas mi pee 48 e - 47,085 63,850 
Beans eee eee eee eee ee 99 42,080 49,010 
Maize or Indian corn eee eee es ”? 1,438,400 1,565,100 
Fruit, raw :-— 
Apples neil ent ose ese ie Cwts. 118,837 216,457 
Apricots and peaches... ss. =o 9 14 88 
Bananas ... ede aaa sme oa Bunches. 108,587 50,446 
Cherries ese eee eco eee eee Cwts, — — 
Ourrants ... oes eve ese es 9 — om 
Gooseberries ee eee eee eee ”? bas om 
EE ones: ae i: ile ie sgh " 38,505 47,217 
Lemons  .. bess - pre on - 12,329 11,062 
Oranges eco eee eee eee ee 99 ] 0,854 4,891 
Pears eee eee eee eee ee 99 28,140 19,372 
Plums eee eee eee eee ee 9 9,041 50, 160 
Strawberries eee eee eee < ”? eer . 
Unenumerated ... se co ” 16,671 23,863 
| ee ae ae Tons, 2,554 2,960 
Straw eee eee eee eee eee ee 99 1,433 1,154 
es ade ee ay Re, Cwts. 13,905 2,260 
Locust beans... eee ece ose wee ” — a 
Vegetables, raw :— 
hoe gales Ae? ee Bushels. 204,384 265,278 
Potatoes ees eee tee eee ee Cwts, 36,486 147,149 
Tomatoes eee eee ece eee ee 99 17,163 14,433 
Unenumerated eee eee eee ee Value £ 3,586 3,710 
Vegetables, dried eee ece ece ee Cwts, 6,842 17,474 
Preserved by canning ... ss. * 5,662 7,160 


——- 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of August, 1904, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, ° 
of ls. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver 
& Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, 
Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1905, in two volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 7s. ld. for the first, and 5s. 
for the second volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1899-1903, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country) in the first volume, and in the second volume 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 
16th of each month. The following are among the more im- 
portant articles which appeared in the number issued on the 16th 
September:—Employment in the United Kingdom in August; 
Wages and Cost of Living in United States, 1890-1903; the 
Minimum Wage in the Scottish Coal Trade; Labour Disputes 
and Conciliation and Arbitration in France in 1903; the Trades 
Union Congress; Vagrancy in Switzerland; Wages of Austrian 
Miners; Reports in Employment in the Principal Industries, &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a réswmé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 3,280. Foreign Trade of China for 1903. 


The course of trade in 1903 mainly due to larger purchases 
was disappointing, although of Indian opium, to meet short- 
the value of the total trade in- age in native crop. 
creased by 33 per cent. Value of cotton yarn im- 

Decrease of 27 per cent. in port 8,814,820/., forming 52 
quantity of plain} cottons im- per cent. of total cotton pro- 
ported. ducts imported. 


Increase in value of imports, 
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Government Publications. 





Share of British Empire and 


other countries in the total 


trade: trade with Japan in- 


creased 21 per cent. 
Notes on currency reform. 
Detailed statistics of imports 
and exports. 


— 


* Value of total trade of each 
treaty port. 

Shipping returns. 

Progress of mines and rail- 
ways. 

General suggestions for ex- 
panding business. 


No. 3,281. Trade of Peru for 1903. 


Commerce and navigation 
continued to be fairly prosper- 
ous, although outbreaks of 
bubonic plague were disturbing 
factors. 

Considerable increase in 
volume of British trade. 

Possible openings for British 


trade: railway material, ord- 
nance, lighthouses, iron presses, 
&e. 
Railways authorised for con- 
struction and projected. 
Progress of irrigation works. 
Returns of imports, exports, 
and shipping. 


This publication also contains reports from Salaverry, Perené, 
and Chanchamayo, Arequipa, and Mollendo, 


No. 3,282. Trade of Crete for 1903. 


Total trade amounted to 
1,019,341/., showing an in- 
crease of 220,515/., as com- 
pared with the preceding year. 

Increase in exports due to 
exceptionally good olive and 
vine crops. 

Building is being carried on 
extensively, especially in the 
suburbs of Canea. 


This publication also contains 


Rethymo. 


The sum of 40,0002. which 
was voted in 1903, for making 
and repairing roads, has only 
been utilised to a very small 
extent as yet. 

Reasons for the decline in 
the importation of cotton 
goods. from the United King- 
dom. 


reports from Candia and 


No. 3,284. Trade of Barranquilla (Republic of Colombia) for 1903. 


Export trade abnormally 
great, owing to accumulation 
of products which could not be 
transported during the revolu- 
tion. 

Possible diminution in ex- 
port of coffee in 1904, owing 
to the scarcity of labour and 
increased cost of transport 
from outlying districts. 

Details of cotton production: 
no serious attempt has been 











made to cultivate it system- 


matically. 
Principal imports: flour, 
lard, and petroleum from the 


United States, and sugar, rice, 
and potatoes from Germany. 
American prints, which for- 
merly had a monopoly of this 
market, are now being ousted 
by British manufactures. 

Export <nl shipping sta- 
tistics. 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


THE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
1st January, 1904, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 








No. Place. Price} No. Place, Price 
EUROPE— German Empire and Colonies: 
Austria-Hungary: 3196 | Baden ... .-1903| $d. 
3199 | Austria-Hungary _ ...1903) 13d.|| 3145 | Chemnitz ali sop! sp 1 
3255 | Bohemia ove 55 | Id. || 3244 | Dantzig... mm » | lad. 
3260 | Fiume ... cco 99 | Ld. || 8129 Estimates of the German 
$233 | Trieste and Lissa... » | 2d. Empire .. 1904} 1d. 
3221 | Frankfort-on-Main -..1903 5id. 
3153 | Germany sin a 3d. 
Belgium : 3186 | Hamburg sine ice, 99° 
3125 | Antwerp: Shipping and 3137 | Pomerania ... 2d. 
Navigation ... .--1903} 1d. || 3198 | Prussian Estimates, 1904-5] 1d. 
3116 | Belgium: Finances and 601 | Technical Instruction in 
Commerce in 1902 and Germany : Special Schools 
Budget Estimates for 1904) 2d. and Courses for Mechan-| — 
3275 | Belgium - --- 1903] 23d. ical Engineering and 
604 | Canals and other Navigable Electro-Technics ... _...| 44d. 
Waterways of Belgium ...\11}d.|| 602 | Textile Technical Schools in 
612 | Customs Tariff of Belgium | 1d. Germany: Development 
) of the Textile Industries...| 5d. 
Bulgaria: 603 | Technical Schools in Ger- 
3236 | Bulgaria ... 1903) 1d. many for Special Branches 
of the Metal Industries ...| 3d. 
Denmark: 608 | Special Schools for Ship 
3113 | Denmark (Supplemen- Engineers in Germany ...| 2}d. 
tary) ... .-1902| 4d. || 609 | Technical Instruction in 
3119 | Denmark (Financial Naval Architecture and 
condition) 14d. Engineering in Germany..| 24d. 
3180 | Denmark -..1908 334.|| 611 | Navigation Schools in Ger- 
$138 | Iceland... 1900-02} 13d. many 1d, 
613 | Projected Rhine - Nechar - 
France and French Colonies: Danube Ship Canal | 3d. 
3226 | Algeria ... ---1903} 23d.|/| 615 | Special Yechnical Schools 
3246 | Bastia ... ann oo we 1 oo for the Ceramic Industries| 1}d. 
3184 | Bordeaux Be eee 5, | 240.|| 616 | Fishing Tride of the Weser 
3176 | Brest... ‘iin ee Seaports ... 1d. 
3146 | Calais ... vie wee 99 | 2$d.)| 618 | Special Technical "Schools 
3149 | Cherbourg pan ods gp for the Wood- eer ne 
3181 | Cochin-China .. ening 1 Industries .. 2d. 
3216 | Dunkirk - 5 | 1§d.|} 619 | Commercial Instruction in 
3172 | French Budget for 1904 2d. Germany .. 53d. 
3171 | Havre ... se 1903) 3d. 
3117 | Indo-China ... 1902) 1d. Greece : 
3164 .-» 1903-04) 1d. || 3179 | Cyclades 1903) 14d. 
3243 Lyons, St. Etienne, and 3126 | Greece: Finances ... 7d. 
Grenoble... ..1903) 1d. || 3257 | Ionian Islands... ..1903} 2d. 
3254 | Madagascar... eee yy | 134.|| 3265 | Lombardy wee —s.  % 
3230 | Marseilles -_ mang 24d. 3156 | Morea and Provinces 
3130 | Nantes .. oak oe EO of Atolia and Acarn- 
3201 | Nice... » | 34. ania... ose oe tS 
3147 | Pondicherry & Karikal » | 1d. || 3166 | Pirzeus ... aoe Pee 
3148 | Thessaly 2d. 
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No. Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 
$234 | Canary Islands ...Lyus| 1d, 
Italy: 3165 | Galicia, Asturias, and 
3239 | Central Italy ... .-.1903} 1)d. Leon ... “ » | 2$¢. 
3222 |Genoa ... wee yy | Bd. || 3247 | Galicia, Asturias, and 
3120 | Italy: Finances oes 1) Leon (Supplementary) » | Id. 
3248 | Lecce ... eee wos yy | 204.|| 3188 | Malaga.. eee » | Lad. 
3208 | Leghorn ae ee ee 
3265 | Lombardy te oe 1 oe Sweden : 
3668 | Sardinia ‘ote séo ds 3225 | Gothenburg ...1903} 23d. 
3213 | Sicily ... obs we 5, | 2$4.|! 3193 | Stockholm _— od. 
3118 | South Italy... », | 2d. | 3123 | Sweden ..» 1902-04) 13d. 
3249 ¥ _ (Supplemen- }} 3215 », (Supplementary) 1903} 1d. 
tary) ... ae 2d. 
605 | Changes in the Distribution Switzerland : 
of Works of Art in the 3150 | Switzerland 1903} $d. 
Royal Galleries of 
Florence ... 1d. Turkey: 
610 | Industrial Developme nt of 3154 | Aleppo and Adana a. 2d. 
Italy ia 1}d.|| 3235 Baghdad om ae ld. 
3168 | Basra » | id. 
Netherlands: 3192 | Beirut and Coast of 
3136 | Amsterdam »»-1903) 1d. Syria ... » | 1d. 
3163 | Java... Be see yy | 13d.)| 3140 Constantinople — yy» | 29d. 
3282 | Crete » | id. 
Norway : 3266 | Damascus » | ld. 
3252 | Norway... ...1903) 23d.|| 3224 | Erzeroum » | id. 
3223 | Palestine » | id. 
Portugal: 3250 | Salonica » | 14d. 
3271 | Angola... .-.1903| 1d. || 3170 | Smyrna... iia lid. 
3187 | Beira ... bie wee 5, | L4d.|| 3160 | Trebizond 1903} 13d. 
3211 | Chinde . - sce gg | Oo 
3264 Lourenco Marques ose gp “ee AFRICA— 
3273 | Madeira wee yy | $4. || 3122 | Alexandria ...190% 2d. 
3183 | North Portugal wee yy | L3d.|| 3274 9 . ..1903) 34d. 
3178 | South Portugal wes yy | ld. || 3261 | Dar-al-baida ... 2d. 
3210 | Tete... sie ooo yy | $4. || 8121 | Egypt ... . 1887-1902 24d. 
3229 | Port Said and Suez ..1903} 14d. 
Roumania: 3135 | Liberia .. an ld. 
3204 | Roumania ...1903} 23d.|| 3141 | Tunis "1902 1}d. 
3263 | Zanzibar and Pemba .. .1903} 14d. 
Russia : 606 | Prospects of Growing Cotton 
3206 | Batoum... 001903} 13d. in the East Africa Pro- 
3278 | Finland _ ns tectorate ... 1d. 
3194 | Moscow... wee 95 | L3d.|| 607 | Country Produce T raffic on 
3128 | Odessa ... ..1902 2k. the Uganda Railway | 1d. 
3277 = ..1903} 22d. 
3232 - (Agriculture) .. lad. AMERICA, NORTH— 
3142 | Poland and Lithuania... » | 24d. Mexico: 
3272 | Riga a wee gy | 2d, || 3112 | Mexico... ---1902] 24d. 
3115 | Rostov-on- Don .-- 1902} 14d.|| 3262 | Vera Cruz ...1903) 3d. 
3173 +1903] 24d || 614 | Livestock in Mexico oo.| 2h. 
3253 | St. Petersburg... cco gp | Bat 
United States of America: 
Servia: 8175 | Boston .. 1903) 2d. 
3139 | Servia ... 1902 and nine 3185 | California, Nevada, 
months of 1903) ld. Utah, and Arizona ... 99 23d. 
3202 | Chicago... oe ee | Oe 
Spain: 3214 | Hawaii... 1902-03) 1d. 
$237 | Barcelona ..-1903} 2}d.|| 3133 | Maryland, Virginia, 
8152 | Bilbao ... de ee West Virginia, and 
3195 | Cadiz ... one ont: te Be Kentucky ---1903) 23d. 
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No. Place. Price|| No. Place, Price 
ry 3200 | New Orleans ... .-. 1903) 2d. Venezuela ; Zant 
3159 | New York si wes 9) | 24. || 3203 | Caracas... sind --- 1903) 1d, 
iy 3207 | Oregon, Washington, 
| and Idaho ... sas’ igh | WEST INDIES— 

. 3161 | Philadelphia ... . » | 24@.|| 3205 | Hayti ~ 1903} 1d, 

3177 | Porto Rico... «yy | 13d. 

3240 | Savannah ing ate ta ASIA— 

3144 | Texas ... ont an oe China: 

3279 | United States of America 3174 Chinkiang ---1908) 1d. 

1903-04} 23d.)| 3270 | Canton... oan sag hae 

620 | Chicago Summer Vacation |} 3280 | China ee 

Schools | Z3d.|| 3151 Hankow — s «# lid. 
2197 | Ichang ... san ow toe 
AMERICA, CENTRAL— 3162 | Kiungchow .,., sues, aa 
3259 | Costa Rica... ...1903} 1d. || 3169 | Newchwang doo “ey 
3238 | Guatemala 1902-03} 1}d.)| 3190 | Ningpo... » | 2d 
$231 | Pakhoi... » | 4d. 
AMERICA, SOUTH— 3155 | Swatow... imi ae 
Argentina: 3127 | Tientsin 1900-03} 64d. 
3131 | Argentine Finances, 1902-03} 1}d.|| 3251 | Wenchow -+-1903} 3d. 
3157 | Rosario... nee 1903} ld. || 3227 | Wuchow cos 99 | ORG 
3158 | Wuhu ... _ ove oe 

Brazil : 

3256 | Bahia ... 1903) 1d. Japan: 

3217 | Brazil: Imports ...1902| 14d.|| 3218 | Hakodate +1903} 1d. 

3209 | Porto Alegre ... .--1903} 1d. || 3212 | Japan ... ine on ol ee 

3191 | Rio Grande do Sul, 1901-03) 1$d.}| 3242 | North Formosa _ - 2a 

617 | Railway Systems of Brazil) 10d.|| 3269 | Nagasaki » | 14d. 

3219 | Shimonoseki oo t a 
Chile: 3276 | South Formosa ae 
3258 | Chile ... ‘ ...1902) 3d. || 3228 | Yokohama » | 2d. 
3124 | Coquimbo jie’ Heh OM. 
Corea: 
Colombia : 3220 | Corea ---1903|} 13d. 
3284 | Barranquilla ... 201903) 3d. 
3114 | Colombia 1903) 24d. Persia : 
3167 | Kerman eee 1903-04) 1d. 
Paraguay: 3189 | Kermanshah .., - 2:d. 
3241 | Paraguay .-1903) 14$d.|| 3182 | Persian Gulf ... --- 1903} 3d. 
Peru: | Siam: 
$134 | Iquitos ... --- 1903) 3d. | 3143 | Chiengmai 1902) 13d. 
3281 | Peru... oss nid | oe | 
PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
Uruguay : | 3132 | Samoa ... ese »--1903} 1d, 
3245 | Orugnay .-- 1902-03) ld. || 









Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1904, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 








No. 





Price. 













EUROPE— 


parcels 





Denmark : 


Germany : 





Agreement between the Post Office of the United Kingdom 
and the Post Office of Denmark for the exchange of postal 


Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany 
providing for the settlement by arbitration of certain 
classes of questions which may arise ose 





3d, 


id. 
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No. Price. 
Italy : 
3 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Italy pro- 
viding for the settlement by arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise ... one oes eee id. 
Spain: 
4 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Spain pro- 
viding for the Settlement by arbitration of certain classes 
of questions which may arise... 4d. 
AMERICA, NORTH— 
United States of America: 
1 Convention between the United States and Hong Kong for 
the establishment of a parcel post service ... 1d, 
2 Convention respecting Payment of Light and Harbour Dues 
by vessels of the United States in Zanzibar... 4d. 
ASIA— China : 
5 Accession of China to the Geneva Convention for the 
amelioration of the condition of the wounded in armies in 
the field . oes 1d. 
7 Convention ‘between the United Kingdom ‘and China re- 
specting the employment of Chinese Labour in British 
Colonies and Protectorates hd. 











COLONIAL OFFICE REPO RTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued 
since Ist January, 1904, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 























Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
413 British Guiana 3d. 
-— Cyprus eee ove » eee one ese eee 3d. 
Bahamas ... be ion sn tine wis i we | i 
414 Jamaica... ide eas ee wild én ese 5id. 
415 Falkland Islands ... r pak ron ‘xa dei whi lid, 
416 Leeward Islands ... oss a oes sie ia ons 8d. 
417 British Honduras ... ° ose eee one 2hd. 
418 Bermuda ... éée exe iad ode sad bid ar 2d. 
419 Weihaiwei ... = wt 7 oi ~ bee ini 3d. 
420 St. Helena ... —_ 
421 Hong Kong on ene ion ie wes in 1$d. 
422 Gibraltar ... San ne dia het vas “a 134. 
423 Sierra Leone a oki ban his pare bah 2d. 
424 Gambia... eee ode sen one dep ose 24d. 
425 Ceylon _ owe eee cee on on 4d. 
426 Gold Coast ... eee sks obs coe sea 83d. 
427 Lagos ion oe nee _ _— 06s ul 44d. 
428 Bahamas ... _ ban och — 
429 Northern Territories of Gold Coast Vid. 
Miscellaneous. 
No. Place. Price. 
26 Northern Nigeria. Report on Mineral anil Vegetable 
Products .. din 2d. 
27 Selections from Colonial Medical Reports for 1901 & 1902... | 2+. 6d. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 














The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart. 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand 
for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters in the 
interests of British trade, so far as it can be met by Government action, 
It is intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form convenient 
for reference. In addition, it is the duty of the Branch, as far as the 
interests of British Trade permit, to afford information in reply to enquiries 
by traders on commercial matters. 

The office is housed at No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., and 
(subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and 
Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the direction of 
Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, on application 
being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply information 
with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial Statistics; 
Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different 
localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Sources of 
Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board 
of Trade from the beginning of last year, the work formerly carried on by 
the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute is now con- 
ducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director bv the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of 
the arrangement and classification of the Collection of these products 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample 
room at 73, Basinghall Street. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The 
“‘ Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. Supplements to the 
“Board of Trade Journal” are issued quarterly, under the title of the 
“Imperial Institute Bulletin,’ containing information and reports bear- 
ing on the work carried out in the Imperial Institute at South Kensington. 


CoMMERCIAL VEPARTMENT, Boarp oF TRADE. 
May, 1904. 








